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Introduction
Overview

Next steps

North Somerset Council (NSC) are holding
a second public consultation on Banwell Bypass.

Designs of the Banwell Bypass and the proposed
measures for the surrounding area have not yet been
finalised. What you tell us in this second consultation
will help us to further review our plans before they are
finalised ahead of planning submission which is due
to take place later in 2022.

The purpose of this non-statutory consultation
is to provide you with an opportunity to see and
comment on our progress on the Scheme’s design
so far.
In the detailed consultation document, you can
find detailed information about the design, as well
as proposals for additional works and measures to
enhance Banwell village and its surrounding area,
including proposed measures to reduce impacts of the
Scheme in the nearby villages of Sandford, Winscombe
and Churchill.
This shorter document provides a simple overview
of the updated Bypass design, as well as the proposed
enhancement measures for the surrounding area.
This is so that, even if you don’t have time to read the
full consultation booklet, you still have the opportunity
to tell us what you think.
The consultation is open from 10 March to 22 April
2022 and can be completed online or by post.
To access the online consultation or to find out about
drop-in information events that are happening during
the consultation, visit www.n-somerset.gov.uk/
banwellbypass
If you would prefer a paper copy of the
consultation, please get in touch via:
Email
Banwell.bypass@n-somerset.gov.uk
Phone
01934 888 802
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It is expected that construction of the Bypass and the
wider enhancements measures will begin in 2023, aiming
for the Bypass to open in 2024.
As the design remains a work in progress, some surveys,
modelling and technical investigations remain ongoing.
This means that we are still unable to present their
findings in full during this consultation. You can find details
and updates on the information we are able to share in
the detailed consultation document.

Additional housing
Funding for the Banwell Bypass is from Homes England’s
Housing Infrastructure Fund to deliver the essential
infrastructure needed to benefit existing communities and
support the delivery of 7,557 new homes.
4,482 of these new homes will be located at the existing
Weston Villages development sites of Haywood Village
and Locking Parklands where homes are already under
construction. The location of the remaining homes will be
decided through the new Local Plan process.
The Local Plan will be subject to its own public
consultation which is separate to this Bypass
consultation. If you would like to find out more about
the Local Plan and comment on it,
visit www.n-somerset.gov.uk/newlocalplan

Banwell Bypass
Overview
Following our first non-statutory public consultation and a technical review into the different bypass routes
in Summer 2021, it was decided that ‘Northern Route 2’ was the best bypass route to take forward to design.
This decision was based on the findings of surveys and technical investigations, as well as consultation feedback
and how well the route would help achieve the following Scheme objectives:

Scheme objectives

Improve the local road network to
address existing congestion issues.

Improve and enhance Banwell’s public
spaces by reducing traffic severance
and improving the public realm.

Provide the opportunity to increase
active and sustainable travel between
local villages and Weston-super-mare.

Deliver infrastructure that enables housing
development (subject to Local Plan).

Ensure the development respects the local
area and minimises visual impact upon the
surrounding countryside and Mendip Hills
Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

Innovative and efficient in reducing
and offsetting carbon from the design
and construction of the infrastructure.

Ensure the development provides the
opportunity to increase Bio-Diversity
Net Gain by at least 10%.

Proactively engage with stakeholders in
a way that is both clear and transparent.
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Design of the bypass
Since making the decision on the Bypass route, we have started to draw up a more detailed design of the scheme.
This shorter document shows you our progress so far, so that you can tell us what you think. For more detailed
information and explanation of how we arrived at these proposed designs, please see the detailed consultation
document.
You can see the current design of the whole Bypass in the drawing below:
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Figure 1: Banwell Bypass Layout Overview
The proposed Bypass as shown in Figure 1 connects the A371 to Wolvershill Road with a new junction
located at Wolvershill Road.
From Wolvershill Road, the route continues southeast passing north of properties on Riverside. The route crosses
Moor Road, Riverside, continuing in a south easterly direction, to the west of the solar farm, to the location of the
proposed junction joining with the A368. The total length of the route is 3.3km.
The proposal also includes the Southern Link Road linking the A368 (East Street) to the A371 (Castle Hill).

Taking a closer look
You can see more detailed designs of the bypass, including proposed junctions, bus stops and cycle/
pedestrian routes in the drawings on page 5 to 9. These split the Bypass into five images running from
west to east.
For more detailed information about these designs and how we have arrived at them,
please see our detailed consultation document.
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Figure 2: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Summer Lane and Banwell West Junction section of the Banwell Bypass
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Figure 3: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Wolvershill Road and Banwell West Junction section of the Banwell Bypass
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Figure 4: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Moor Road and Riverside crossing section of the Banwell Bypass
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Figure 5: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Banwell East Junction section of the Banwell Bypass
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Figure 6: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed eastern section of the Banwell Bypass
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In addition to the plans shown on pages 5 to 9, we have also produced computer generated images so that you can
visualise how the proposed Bypass design would look once built. These are also split into four, running west to east.

Figure 7: Indicative visualisation of Banwell West Junction by year 2039

Figure 8: Indicative visualisation of Riverside and River Banwell Crossing by year 2039
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Figure 9: Indicative visualisation of Riverside and River Banwell Crossing by year 2039

Figure 10: Indicative visualisation of Banwell Bypass East Junction and Southern Link Road by year 2039
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Other design proposals
In our detailed consultation document, you can find more detailed information about our proposed Scheme design,
including key considerations around the environment and how we can reduce carbon emissions in both construction
and the eventual use of the bypass.
We have also outlined some initial proposals as to how the Scheme might integrate with the local landscape and
provide a minimum of 10% bio-diversity net gain. You can find more detailed information about the Bypass design,
including ways we can boost biodiversity and reduce carbon, on pages 24-41 of our detailed consultation document.
In this shorter document, we have provided detail of how the bypass might function once built.

Carriageway Layout
•

The Bypass would be single carriageway with a 40mph speed limit.

•

Junctions will provide connections to Banwell village and other side roads (for more detail on junctions,
please see pages 10-20 of our detailed consultation document)

Walking/cycling
•

A 3-metre-wide walking and cycling route will be provided for the entire length of the proposed Banwell Bypass.
This will provide a dedicated route for walkers and cyclists alongside the road.

•

The route will also provide links to Wolvershill Road, Moor Road and Riverside. To the West it will connect
with walking and cycling routes leading to Weston-super-Mare and to the East the route will link to Sandford
and Banwell.

Drainage
•

To reduce the chance of flooding, the Scheme will include a surface water draining system and conventional
piped drainage (along with swales) to move water from the carriageway into seven water storage pools called
attenuation basins. These basins are designed to store water and slowly release it into existing watercourses
in the area.

•

Culverts will also provide crossing points for watercourses and rhynes, to maintain connectivity.

Road Lighting
•

The A368 through Banwell is currently fully lit, with part time night lighting. The proposals for the bypass are
to minimise the amount of new lighting to where it is required for safety reasons at the Western Roundabout
and Wolvershill Road junction only.

•

The Scheme is located on the northern edge of the Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB),
which has a particular designation for ‘Dark Skies’, which would be impacted by additional road/street lighting.

Traffic Signs
•

The proposed Scheme includes new road signage to mark both junctions and destinations for all road users,
including walkers, cyclists and horse riders. Approximate locations of the signs are shown on the General
Arrangement drawings on pages 5 - 9.
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Southern Link
The Southern Link would be a single carriageway road,
linking the A368 (East Street) to the A371 (Castle Hill).
A T-junction will provide a connection from the Southern
Link back into Banwell. Benefits of the Southern
Link include:
•

More vehicles driving in both directions would use
the new Bypass instead of continuing to use the
A371 through Banwell to get to Winscombe.

•

Vehicles travelling on routes from Winscombe
and Cheddar would be able to access the Bypass
without using the narrow sections of Castle Hill.

•

Reduced traffic along the A371 through Banwell
would increase opportunities for walking,
cycling and horse-riding.

•

Through traffic would be removed from Castle Hill
and Dark Lane, which would retain a connection
for pedestrians and cyclists to the A371.

•

The alignment has been designed to minimise
gradients and earthworks as far as possible,
which minimises visual impact of the route.

The Banwell Village Link would connect the proposed
Southern Link to East Street providing access to
Banwell Village.
Both North and South of the Southern Link there
would be an area of environmental mitigation, providing
landscaping integrated with the existing landscape and
improved biodiversity. Two highway drainage ponds
are also included in this area.

Figure 11: Indicative cross sections of the bypass showing the Southern Link.
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Figure 12: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Southern Link Road section of the Banwell Bypass
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Proposed changes to Banwell village
In addition to building a Bypass, the Scheme includes a number of proposed changes to enhance the village of Banwell,
whilst preserving its heritage and character. You can see an overview of these proposals below, for more detail see our
detailed consultation document.
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Gateway signage

Figure 13: Banwell Public Space Improvements – Overview
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You said, we did
Your feedback is important to us and has helped shape
a number of key parts of the Scheme’s design so far.
The design of the Scheme, including proposed
enhancements to Banwell village and measures to
reduce impacts of the Bypass in neighbouring villages,
has not yet been finalised. Your feedback in this second

consultation will be considered by our design team as
part of the final reviews of the Scheme, leading up to
planning submission later in 2022.
You can see an overview of how we considered some
of the key themes raised in our first consultation below.

Consultation theme

Possible design solution

Concern over traffic
increases in the
neighbouring villages,
particularly in Sandford,
Winscombe and Churchill

•

We recognise the concerns of residents in these villages and are developing
options for improvements that can be made to local roads and pavements
to help reduce some of the negative impacts of increased traffic.

•

More information is available in the Proposed Measures to Roads and Villages
section of our detailed consultation document, starting on 42.

•

Following the consultation, a decision was made to take forward Northern
Route 2 as the basis for the Bypass’ design.

•

Northern Route 2 also performed best in the technical Options Appraisal
as set out in the Options Appraisal Report.

•

The decision was made based on both the findings of the Options Appraisal
and the consultation.

•

The proposed Scheme layout provides an overbridge crossing at Riverside,
with no direct access to Riverside from the Bypass. Access to Riverside
would be through Banwell Village via Church Street. This will minimise
impact on traffic flows on Riverside.

•

As described above, the proposals include an overbridge over Riverside.
This provides residents and other users of Riverside with unaffected access
to Banwell, without having to cross the Bypass.

•

We are still considering options of how to best provide connectivity
with Moor Road.

•

A majority of consultation responses agreed that a 40mph speed limit would be
best for the Bypass. This has environmental benefits, as vehicles moving slower,
in free-flowing traffic generate fewer carbon emissions than vehicles travelling at
high speeds, as well as improved air quality and reduced noise impacts.

•

Based on this feedback and the findings from our Options Appraisal,
we plan to set the speed limit at 40mph on a single carriageway.

•

A number of people told us that the football club was an important local resource.

•

Acting on those concerns, we have now amended the route of the Bypass to
minimise the impact to the pitches, resulting in a reduced impact on the club.

•

We continue working with the football club, ensuring their concerns are heard
as work continues to alleviate any negative impacts of the Bypass route.

Support for Northern
Route 2 as the option
that best met the Scheme
objectives

Preference for an
overbridge crossing
at Riverside to reduce
potential traffic increases
along Riverside
Concerns from residents
of Riverside about the
possibility of being cut
off from Banwell by the
Bypass

Preference for a
40mph speed limit

Concerns about
the impact the route
might have on Banwell
Football Club

17

Consultation theme

Possible design solution

•
Concern about the impact
of the route on the orchard •

Concern about the impact
of the route on Summer
Lane Park Homes

Concerns of the route
impacting upon the
countryside, footpaths,
bridleways, the AONB
and local bat caves.

Support for traffic
calming measures
and improvements
to Banwell village

Acting on those concerns, we have now made design changes to the route
so that it passes to the north of the orchard, significantly reducing its impact.

•

A number of residents from Summer Lane Park Homes told us that they
were concerned about changes to noise and air quality that could be caused
by the Bypass.

•

Acting on those concerns, we amended the western section of the Bypass
route and roundabout junction. The route and roundabout are now further
away from the caravan park.

•

Any future housing is subject to the outcome of the new Local Plan process.
Any planning applications for future housing would still be required to go
through the statutory planning application process.

Concerns about the
possibility of new housing
being built between the
•
Bypass and Banwell village

Concerns about
noise and air pollution
affecting properties near
to the Bypass

A number of people told us that they had concerns
about how the Bypass route might cut through the orchards.

The Draft Local Plan (policy LP9) makes reference to the need for a defined
strategic gap between the new development area (as proposed through Draft
Local Plan Policy LP1) and Banwell to retain the character and setting of Banwell.

•

We recognise these concerns and are currently undertaking an Environmental
Impact Assessment, which includes a review of any air and noise impacts
of the Scheme.

•

This assessment will be used to develop environmental mitigation measures
that will be reported on in the Environmental Statement, which will be part
of the planning application.

•

Environmental mitigation measures for air and noise impacts include landscape
design through planting of trees and hedges, bunding and hedge rows/banks,
and possible use of noise barriers.

•

This mitigation will be modelled and tested using our final traffic modelling
to understand possible noise and air quality impacts on properties close
to the Bypass and in the surrounding villages. This will be reported in the
Environmental Statement.

•

One of our Scheme objectives is to ensure the Bypass respects the local area and
minimises visual impact on surrounding countryside and Mendip Hills AONB.

•

We have been conducting a range of ecological surveys to help protect the
countryside in the design. We are currently developing the landscape design
which takes all these factors into account. The initial landscape design is outlined
on the GA drawings on pages 5-12 with associated section drawings illustrating the
Bypass height and width.

•

In addition, we have made changes to the type and location of the eastern junction,
as well as a decision to not light the junction to minimise the impacts on the Special
Areas of Conservation and bat caves in the area.

•

The approach to lighting is to have a minimal impact on ecology, habitats
and protected species in the area.

•

You can read more about the proposed improvements to Banwell village on 16
and 17 of this booklet, or pages 28-30 of our detailed consultation document.
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Proposed changes to
nearby roads and villages
In addition to the Banwell bypass itself, the Scheme
includes opportunities to make a number of changes
to the local road network and nearby villages. In some
cases, the changes stand to enhance the local area
and, in others, they can reduce possible impacts of
the Bypass.
This booklet provides a high-level overview of what we
are proposing in the area. For more detailed information
and an explanation of how we have arrived at these
proposals, please see to our detailed consultation
document.

Proposals for walking,
cycling and horse-riding links
We want to give local people the opportunity to travel
more sustainably by delivering a Scheme that doesn’t
just focus on the needs of motorised vehicles. That is
why the current design includes a fully separated, trafficfree walking/cycling route running alongside the Bypass.
In addition, we are looking to provide improved routes
and links around the area for walkers, cyclists and horse
riders, that are safer and more attractive, encouraging
people to cut down on motorised journeys and reduce
their carbon footprint.
On the next page you can see a drawing that sets
out the proposed active and sustainable travel routes.
You can find more detail about these proposals on
pages 31 and 32 of our detailed consultation document.
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Sidcot
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Figure 14: Proposed improvements to walking, cycling and horse riding made possible by the Scheme
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Proposals for Winscombe
Speed limit reduction

Walking and cycling routes

•

A speed limit reduction from 30mph to 20mph
through Winscombe is proposed from west of
Church Road to east of Belmont Road.

•

•

A reduction to 20mph is also proposed on Church
Road, from its junction with the A371 to Winscombe
Hill. It is hoped this will address concerns around the
potential for an increase in rat-running, which may be
caused by the increased levels of traffic on the A371
because of the Bypass.

We are proposing a walking and cycle path to run
alongside the Bypass and branch off around the
solar farm, heading to Sandford and the Strawberry
Line, providing a continuous off-road connection
with Weston-super-Mare (subject to landowner
discussions).

•

Due to the potential increases in traffic on the
A368 (as set out on pages 26 - 27 in our detailed
consultation document), the ability of pedestrians to
safely cross the road may be impacted. As such,
an additional pedestrian crossing is proposed to
the west of the junction with Hill Road.

•

Measures to help vehicles stick to the speed limit
without the need for formal speed limit enforcements,
such as changes to road markings, road surfacing,
new signage and some localised narrowing of
the road.

•

New gateway features are also proposed at the
approaches to the village where the reduction
to a 20mph speed limit would begin.

•

As there may be increased traffic on the A371
(as set out on pages 26 - 27 in our detailed
consultation document), two new pedestrian
crossings are proposed to help people safely
cross the road. One would be located to the west
of the railway bridge near Church Road, the other
would be east of the railway bridge, by the parade
of shops.

Proposals for Sandford

Proposals for Churchill
Speed limit reduction
•

Speed limit reduction from 30mph to 20mph
through Churchill from west of The Drive to
Churchill Gate junction.

•

20mph speed limit to be applied to Hillier’s Lane,
Front Street and part of Church Lane because
they are used as key routes to school for Churchill
Academy pupils.

•

Speed limit reduction on the 40mph section
towards Sandford to be reduced to 30mph.

•

Measures to help vehicles stick to the speed limit
without the need for formal speed limit enforcements,
such as changes to road markings, road surfacing,
new signage and some localised narrowing of
the road. Further detail on measures are currently
being design.

•

New gateway features are also proposed at the
approaches to the village where the reduction
in speed limit will begin.

Speed limit reduction
•

•

•

Speed limit reduction from 30mph to 20mph through
Sandford village is proposed from west of Mead
Lane to east of Greenhill Lane. The reduced speed
limit is not currently proposed on Hill Road between
Sandford and Winscombe, as the expected increase
in traffic on this road is much lower than on the A368.
Measures to help vehicles stick to the speed limit
without the need for formal speed limit enforcements
are proposed, such as changes to road markings,
road surfacing, new signage and some localised
narrowing of the road. Further detail on measures
are currently being design.
New gateway features are also proposed at the
approaches to the village where the reduction
to a 20mph speed limit would begin.

Walking and cycling routes
•

Improvements to an existing Public Right of Way
(footpath) between the A368 and Churchill Green
which is a popular walking route between Churchill
and the secondary school. This is proposed as an
alternative to road widening at Dinghurst Road to
provide a segregated cycle/footpath.

•

To the east of Churchill Academy, the existing Public
Right of Way footpaths towards Langford provide
an opportunity to upgrade four sections of footpath
(around 1.2km in length) to bridleway standard,
so that they can be used by cyclists.
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Churchill Junction
•

Expected increases in traffic as a result of the
Bypass (as set out on pages 26 - 27 in our detailed
consultation document) may result in longer queues
and increased delays at Churchill junction between
the A38 and A368. To reduce this risk, we are
proposing a number of changes to increase the
junction’s capacity, specifically at the western (A368)
and southern (A38) approaches.

Figure 15: Proposed Churchill Junction layout
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Proposed wider highway improvement measures
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Figure 16: Proposed wider network mitigation and enhancements
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