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Existing conditions
Current routes through the villages of Banwell, Churchill, 
Sandford, Winscombe and Locking consist of two single 
lane carriageways (A371 and A368). The sections of the 
highway between these villages provide access  
to residential and agricultural properties.

The A371 carriageway passes through Banwell. Sections 
of this road are narrow, reducing down to a single lane  
of traffic. At certain times of the day this causes significant 
congestion, journey time delays and uncertainty.

These sections of highway are, for the most part, 
restricted to posted speed limits of 30mph and 40mph. 
The route via the A371 is around 9km in length and  
has only 1km of highway at the national speed limit  
and 600m at a posted limit of 50mph. The route via the 
A368 is also around 9km in length and has only 1km of 
highway at the national speed limit through Towerhead.

Figure 3: Vehicles in Banwell (at Wolvershill Junction)

The A368 corridor is well used as a school  
route by children, on foot and cycling.

Between villages, the roads are bordered by tall hedges 
and integrated into the landscape, which means they 
are only occasionally visible from points away from the 
highway. The A368 forms the northern boundary of the 
Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 
whilst the A371 between Banwell and Winscombe passes 
through the AONB. The A368 passes along the northern 
edge of the North Somerset and Mendips Bat Special 
Area of Conservation (SAC).



Scheme objectives
We will strive to meet our scheme objectives, which are to:

Improve the local road network to  
deal with existing congestion issues.

Improve and enhance Banwell’s public 
spaces by reducing traffic severance 
and improving the public realm.

Provide the opportunity to increase 
active and sustainable travel between 
local villages and Weston-super-Mare.

Deliver infrastructure that enables 
housing development (subject to  
Local Plan).

Ensure the development respects the 
local area and minimises visual impact 
upon the surrounding countryside 
and Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty (AONB).

Innovative and efficient in reducing and 
offsetting carbon from the design and 
construction of the infrastructure.

Ensure the development provides the 
opportunity to increase Bio-Diversity 
Net Gain by at least 10%.

Proactively engage with  
stakeholders in a way that  
is both clear and transparent.



Environmental context
In assessing route options to date, we have been  
carefully considering environmental factors in the local 
area. The plan contained within Appendix A shows 
the local environmental constraints. Some of the key 
constraints are:

1. The North Somerset and Mendip Bats Special  
Area of Conservation (SAC).

2. Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) including 
Banwell Ochre Caves SSSI, Banwell Caves SSSI  
and Max Bog SSSI.

3. The flood zones – low lying ground  
north of Banwell.

4. The Mendip Hills Area of Outstanding  
Natural Beauty (AONB).

5. Ancient woodland.

6. Banwell Conservation Area.

7. Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAM)  
such as the buried Roman villa near Banwell.

We are preparing an Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) Screening and Scoping Report. This provides 
further information on the area’s existing environmental 
conditions (known as the baseline) and sets out issues  
we believe should be considered and reported on  
in the Environmental Statement that will accompany  
the planning application.

A Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) will be 
carried out to report on the implications of construction, 
operation and maintenance of highways and/or other 
road projects on designated European sites of special 
conservation (national site network) such as the North 
Somerset and Mendip Bats SAC.

We are currently undertaking ecological surveys for  
the bypass to help us fully understand the baseline 
conditions for the scheme. From this information we 
will undertake a full EIA and prepare an Environmental 
Statement in line with a scope agreed with the Local 
Planning Authority at NSC. Initial ecological surveys  
being conducted include bats, dormice, reptiles, water 
voles, badgers, otters, invertebrates, macrophytes,  
birds and hedgerows.

In line with the scheme objectives, as well as NSC’s 
ambition of becoming carbon neutral by 2030, minimising 
carbon (both user and construction emissions), landscape 
design and increasing habitats for wildlife (Biodiversity 
Net Gain or BNG) will be key factors in the scheme’s 
design. Biodiversity is the variety of animal and plant life 
within a particular habitat and the natural systems that 
support them. NSC have targets for BNG to help ensure 
that the overall biodiversity of the area is enhanced after 
development compared with the existing conditions.

These environmental and sustainability considerations  
will be central to the decision making on the bypass route 
and its eventual design.



Key Dates Activity Description

Complete Consultation  
and Option Appraisal 

Following this consultation, we will consider all feedback  
and review the route options further (otherwise known  
as an option appraisal) to help confirm a preferred route.

Pre-Application  
Consultation

After deciding a preferred route, work will begin on the preliminary 
design of the bypass and the Environmental Impact Assessment. 

We will consult with you again during this design process  
so that you can have another opportunity to share your  
views before the bypass’ planning application is submitted. 

Submission of  
Planning Application  
and Land Acquisition

A planning application must be submitted for the bypass.  
This would seek approval from the Local Planning Authority 
to progress to construction.

The public will have the opportunity to comment  
on proposals through the planning process.

By agreement with landowners, we will be seeking  
to acquire land and rights required to build the bypass  
and any environmental or other mitigation works that would  
be involved. It is envisaged that a Compulsory Purchase Order 
(CPO) will be required in order to ensure the bypass can be 
delivered. This will enable the Council to acquire any land and 
rights that would be required to build the bypass and any 
environmental mitigation work that would be involved, should 
agreement not be reached with landowners and affected parties.

 
Anticipated  
Public Inquiry and 
Statutory Process

If there are objections to the CPO that cannot be resolved,  
a public inquiry may be required. An independent Inspector would 
hear evidence, in front of the public, from interested parties and 
stakeholders. The Inspector would make a recommendation to  
the Secretary of State on how to proceed. The decision whether  
to confirm the CPO would rest with the Secretary of State.

Expected  
Start on Site

If planning consent is granted for the bypass, any land not  
already acquired for construction would be acquired and  
work on site would begin.

Open to Traffic
If the plans go ahead without delay, the bypass  
will be open to traffic in 2024.

Summer  
2021

Early 
2022

Spring/ 
Summer 
2022

Winter 
2022/ 
2023

2023

2024

Table 1: Project timeline

Project timeline
Following this consultation, your feedback will be analysed and we will publish a report setting  
out the results and how we have taken your comments onboard.

We will then agree the chosen bypass route and highways improvements to take forward  
to further design and assessment. The current expected timeline of the scheme is provided below:


