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Background

In 2019, we (North Somerset Council -  
referred to as NSC) successfully secured  
£97.1m of funding from Homes England’s  
Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF).

This funding allows us to deliver essential 
infrastructure projects to support the growing 
population, whilst also unlocking potential housing 
sites to meet any need for additional new homes 
over the next 15 years (which may be allocated  
as part of the local planning process).

The HIF funding will be used to build a new 
bypass of the village of Banwell, fund a package 
of improvements to nearby roads and pathways, 
improve the area’s utility supply networks and 
provide an expansion of Winterstoke Hundred 
Academy secondary school in Locking Parklands.

There is a route for the Banwell bypass which  
is protected in the current Local Plan (called  
‘Route 2’ in this consultation). This is shown  
on the next page in Figure 1. We are undertaking 
what is called a Route Option Appraisal, which 
means we are looking at evidence collected in 
surveys and technical investigations and weighing 
up the positive and negative impacts of the 
protected route against a number of different  
route options.

As part of this, we are considering sustainable 
and active travel, biodiversity, flooding and carbon 
reduction in line with national and local priorities, 
such as NSC’s Green Infrastructure Strategy.  
The initial findings suggest that Route 2 remains  
our favoured route.

Throughout this document we refer to potential 
housing development. This is in relation to the 
upcoming Local Plan, which is currently being drawn 
up by NSC as local planning authority. The Local 
Plan considers housing across the district consistent 
with the agreed spatial strategy, which includes 
assessing opportunities to expand the Weston urban 
area. The Local Plan will be subject to its own public 
consultation in late 2021 and is separate to the 
consultation we are carrying out here in relation  
to the proposed bypass at Banwell.



Purpose of this consultation
The purpose of this non-statutory public consultation is 
to seek your views on the Banwell bypass. As part of this 
public consultation, we invite you to share your views on:

Your feedback, along with findings from environmental 
surveys and technical investigations, will help us decide 
how we develop the bypass’ design and associated 
works to mitigate impacts resulting from the bypass.

In early 2022, we are proposing that there will be further 
consultation where you can tell us what you think about 
the developing design of the bypass and its associated 
mitigations and enhancements.

It is expected that a planning application  
will be made later in 2022. 

Who is being consulted?

The general public, parish councils, local businesses 
and other organisations will be invited to respond to 
this consultation. These organisations will include the 
Environment Agency, Natural England, Highways England, 
and other bodies with specialist and relevant knowledge.

Will the most popular route be chosen?

No. This consultation is not a public ‘vote’ to choose the 
most popular route. Your response to this consultation will 
be used to help us decide how we develop the bypass’ 
design and associated mitigations and enhancements.

There are many factors that will be used to decide  
which route is taken forward to design. They include  
the local landscape, archaeological findings, impacts  
on the environment, costs, ecology and air quality,  
as well as the aspirations and concerns raised through 
this consultation and how it relates to other proposed 
developments particularly those proposed through  
the emerging Local Plan.

Who will decide which route  
will be progressed?

North Somerset Council will take the decision  
on the bypass route and the detailed design. 

Once the final route has been settled the steps  
outlined in the project timeline will be followed.  
You can read more details in Table 1.

Figure 1: Protected corridor in current Local Plan

1. How you use the A371 and A368 
roads and what the existing  
problems are.

2. Our favoured Banwell bypass route.

3. Possible additional mitigation or 
enhancement measures within 
Banwell and the wider road network.



Banwell bypass overview
Banwell has experienced the negative impact  
of traffic congestion on its local community,  
economy, and environment dating back to the  
1930s. These problems have worsened over time  
with new developments and associated population  
and traffic growth in the local area and wider region.

A bypass to the north of Banwell, including a Southern 
Link road, is considered to provide the most appropriate 
location for passing traffic, providing active travel 
opportunities, and significantly reducing traffic flow  
within the village.

A bypass to the north of Banwell would also serve the 
wider North Somerset area with improved links to and 
from Weston-super-Mare and reduced journey times  
for commuters and businesses. Improving these links  
has the potential to boost the local economy.

Additional transport mitigation and local enhancements 
will also be considered in the design, such as  
potential walking, cycling and horse-riding routes,  
and improvement to public spaces within Banwell village. 
Further transport improvements being considered include 
highway improvements along the A368/A371.

We will be making improvements to the M5 Junction  
21 to offset impacts of potential future housing.  
We are currently working with Highways England  
to agree the works required at this junction. These 
improvements do not form any part of this consultation.

These improvements will be subject to further 
optioneering, assessment and public engagement  
before a final design is proposed and progressed  
with a planning application and other necessary  
consents and licences from 2022.

Figure 2: Route Options



How to respond
Please respond by completing our eConsult survey, 
or by and returning the feedback form provided.  
You can return your completed feedback forms by:

Post:  
FAO Banwell bypass project team 
Major Projects 
Town Hall 
Walliscote Grove Road 
Weston-super-Mare 
BS23 1UJ

Email: banwell.bypass@n-somerset.gov.uk;

Responses should be submitted no later than 
11:59pm on Monday 16 August.

Further information

Further information about  
the bypass can be found online at: 

n-somerset.gov.uk/banwellbypass

Subject to covid restrictions, two consultation  
drop-in events are planned for 15 and 22 July 
between 12:30pm and 7:30pm. 

The first will be held at:

Banwell Village Hall,  
3 Westfield Cres,  
Banwell  
BS29 6BG 

The second at:

War Memorial Hall,  
Ladymead Lane,  
Churchill,  
BS25 5NH.

You are welcome to meet members of our project 
team at our events, who will be available to show 
you our plans and answer any questions you  
might have.

All event attendees must wear a mask and  
adhere to covid rules for the duration of their visit.

In April 2021, we appointed Alun Griffiths (Contractors) 
Ltd, with Arup and TACP as technical and environmental 
designers/advisors. The project team will assess the 
different route options, undertake preliminary design  
work and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).

Despite there being a protected corridor for the bypass, 
its design – including the route alignment - is yet to be 
confirmed. We are undertaking an options appraisal, 
which considers the positive and negative aspects of  
the three bypass route alignments to the north of Banwell, 
(as shown on Figure 2) as well as a proposed new link 
road to the south east of Banwell, connecting the A371 
and the A368, (known as the ‘southern link’). Our findings 
from our assessment of the options to date are in favour 
of Route 2, as discussed later in this document.


