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Nailsea, The Uplands

View of the intersection between street and footpath, prioritising pedestrians. The main footpath through to the bridleway will be
planted and public for everybody to enjoy.
North Somerset Council in conjunction with Mikhail Riches

Introduction

North Somerset Council appointed
Mikhail Riches Architects to deliver
benchmark housing on the 2.5 hectare
(7 acre) site south of The Uplands,
Nailsea. The brief is to design quality
homes that are both low energy
and sustainable, within a quality
environmentally biodiverse landscape.
The brief was extended to encompass
the emerging way of life following the
current crisis.
In January we ran a consultation
event for nearby residents, and where
possible we have taken account of
the views we received through that. A
separate report about the consultation
fndings and how we have responded
can be read at: https://n-somerset.
inconsult.uk/consult.ti/system/
fndConsultations (search Uplands) – and
will also be posted to residents.

Site location

The 54 home project includes:
•

A mix of semi-detached and
terraced homes with private
gardens, shared courtyards and
community areas.

•

All homes are designed to
environmentally sustainable
PassivHaus standards, signifcantly
reducing future energy
requirements and costs.

•

8 bungalows designed for use by
occupiers with mobility diffculties.

•

Mixed tenures (38 private, 12 social
rent and 4 shared ownership).

•

Biodiverse and seasonally engaging
landscape: including community
gardens, fruit trees, friendly play
areas, refection spaces and natural
landscaping features.

•

Public footpaths connecting existing
footways to the woodland in the
east and bridleway to the south.

•

Protection and biodiversity
enhancement of the public
woodland and bridleway corridor.

View along the northerly edge with planting to reinforce
the species-rich hedgerow and to provide a privacy buffer
between new homes and existing back gardens.

Through the design process the project
has been independently assessed by
the Design West Review Panel managed
by the Architecture Centre, Bristol. The
project is expected to be submitted for
planning consideration in July 2020.
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Mikhail Riches is a multiple award winning
architectural practice with experience in designing
creative and sensitive homes which respond to,
and become part of, their settings. Our strong focus
towards a low-energy future enhances each stage
of the process.
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Landscape Led Design

The design for this development recognises the unique nature of this development site, edged by a green corridor
along the southern bridleway and an established woodland to the east. From the outset the design team recognised
the importance of retaining the existing established trees and planning a viable development that enhances the
landscape.
View from entrance into the site. The street scene is
heavily planted to retain its rural setting and the landscaping
throughout focusses on people and the environment, and
not cars

View from the public footpath linking The Uplands to the
site. The footpath wanders through the landscape to the
bridleway on the southern boundary.

Cross section through the ecological buffer alongside the
southern bridleway, with the houses on the left and the
bridleway in the centre.

Cross section between the northern two terraces, showing
the communal area with children’s play and fruit trees.
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Proposed Homes

The homes are all in excess of National Space Standards and have been designed to meet the present and future
needs of their residents.
Internal features include:

External features include:

•

Open plan living area on the ground floor, with
combined living, dining and kitchen.

•

Garden to rear of the house.

•

•

Easy access to the rear garden area.

Outside shed for storage of bicycles and garden
equipment storage.

•

High ceilings of 2.6 metres (8.5 feet).•

•

Refuse bin storage shed.

•

Accessible kitchen with high and low level
cupboards.

•

Single allocated car parking space close to the
house, with vehicle charging point of up to 22kV.

•

Bungalows designed for occupants experiencing
mobility issues.

•

Additional unallocated parking available on site to
make sure there is enough for everyone.

•

In some cases, a second living room on the ground
floor provides a snug or study area.

•

•

A downstairs toilet.

•

Large bedrooms on the upper floor/s with sufficient
space for cupboards and double beds.

Shared resident access to a communal area between
the terraced housing on the north site, and around
communal courtyards to the housing along the
southern boundary.

•

Family bathroom on the upper floor, and, in some
cases, an en-suite shower/WC.

•

In some cases, a landing study/office area to enable
homeworking

•

In most cases, a loft storage area with ladder access.

View of the main street running east-west. The
landscaped footway links shared outdoor spaces for
residents to enjoy and leads to a children’s play area in
the public woodland.

Proposed Housing Mix
The mix of housing is in line with that identifed in the
North Somerset Local Plan as being required to meet the
needs of local people in Nailsea
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House Type

Bedroms

No. of
People

Floors

Internal
area (m2)

Internal
area (ft2)

Affordable
Housing

Private Sale

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
TOTAL

1
2
2
3
3
4
4

2
4
4
5
6
6
7

1
1
2
2
2
2
3

56
77
87
102
119
119
149

602
828
936
1098
1280
1280
1600

3
3
4
5
1
16

1
1
6
14
9
7
38
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Ground Floor

First Floor

Type D – Three Bedroom, Five Person (Internal Area: 102sqm)

Ground Floor

First Floor

Second Floor (in roof space)

Loft storage

Loft storage

Type G – Four Bedroom, Seven Person (Internal Area: 149sqm)

THE UPLANDS – Public Consultation

North Somerset Council in conjunction with Mikhail Riches

5

Benchmark in Sustainable Living

Site Wide Strategies

PassivHaus

Commitment to delivering a highly sustainable
community, setting a benchmark for house construction
during the climate crisis.

PassivHaus is an internationally recognised certifcation
that aims to create low energy buildings that are both
warm in winter and cool in summer. Its principal features
are:

2. Timber Frame
We are working with timber frame specialists to deliver
the most sustainable structure.
3. Solar Panels
Each home will produce the majority of its own
electricity.
4. No Gas on Site
The exclusion of gas connections assists in reducing the
carbon footprint.
5. Electric Car Charging
Each home will have provision for electric car charging
able with fast charge up to 22kW rating.
6. Biodiversity Gain
The ecological buffers and species-rich landscape results
in a DEFRA biodiversity net gain for the whole site.

Advantages of Panelised Timber Frame
1. High amount of off-site prefabrication
2. Low volume of on-site waste
3. Lightweight frame can result in foundation saving
4. Fast heating and cooling due to low thermal mass

Panelised Timber Frame Construction

1. Airtightness
Airtightness gives greater control over the temperature
of the house. It is combined with mechanical ventilation
for user-controlled comfort.
2. High Insulation Levels
Triple glazing and high performing insulation reduces the
need for space heating.
3. Use Solar Gains
Making the most of winter solar heating, so reducing the
need for space heating.
4. But Avoid Overheating
To ensure houses don’t overheat in the summer by
optimising window size and proportions and providing
shading on southern elevations.
5. Ventilation MVHR
Mechanical Ventilation & Heat Recovery giving
occupants control over their internal environment.
6. ‘Thermal Bridge Free’ Construction
All junctions in the external envelope are thermally
modelled to ensure they are airtight and well insulated.
7. Energy Bills per household
It is anticipated that energy bill for each home will
be approximately £205 – £330 per year (a 75% – 85%
reduction on typical bills).Many people living in
PassivHaus homes fnd that they never need to turn on
their heating
Passivhaus principles
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1. Low-Carbon Construction
Embodied carbon has informed our principal building
materials: timber, stone and render.
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Building Materials

Inspiration from both the
historic and more recent
structures within Nailsea,
to develop the building
elevations, roof forms
and materials. In keeping
with the development’s
sustainability principles,
the choices of materials are
low in embodied carbon.

1. Pre-cast stone
lintels and
canopy

2. Timber doorset
with side panel

3. Metal Profle
outbuilding

4. Terracotta tile
roof

5. Metal rainwater
goods

6. Pennant
Sandstone wall

7. Smooth render
window reveals

8. Rough cast
render facade

The illustrations
shown provide a
palette of materials
for use throughout the
development.
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Nailsea Design Principles
Stone and render

Gable roofs
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Double Roman
tiles

Stone walls

Contrasting base

Soft landscape
edges
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Public Feedback

Please use this form to provide any feedback on your views of the proposed development.
Alternatively write to the Uplands Development Team,Town Hall, Walliscote Road, Weston super Mare BS23 1UJ, or email
responses to uplands@n-somerset.gov.uk
Name:
Email:
Contact No:
Address:

Question 1: Could you imagine living in this new part of Nailsea? (Scale 1 – 10)

Question 2: Does the development respond appropriately to the context of the local area? (Scale 1 – 10)

Question 3: Does this development respond appropriately to the climate crisis? (Scale 1 – 10)

Question 4: Would you recommend a friend to consider this development? (Scale 1 – 10)

Question 5: Do you have any suggestions about how we could improve the layout and designs of the proposals?

Feedback:
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