
Appendix 2 

Public consultation responses 

 
 

Public drop-in event – Monday 7 October 2019 North Somerset Castlewood 
Offices 2.30pm to 8pm (attended by 31 stakeholders)  

 

Number Area Stakeholder 
 

1 Nailsea School Staff  

1 Clevedon School Staff 

16 Clevedon Residents 

1  SEND officer 

3 Clevedon SEND Caseworker 

1 Portishead FSW 

1 Portishead CCL 

1 Weston NSPCWT 

1 Weston SEND 

1 Clevedon Clergy 

1 Portishead NS Portage Services 

1 Clevedon Town Councillor 

1 Yatton Parent 

1 Yatton Non-Resident & District 
Councillor 

 

7 October 2019 – Officer Summary of the Drop-In Event  

There were 31 attendees at this event. A comments box was available and one 

specific comment was made – as copied at the end of this update below. 

In general, most of those who were not direct neighbours of the site (15) indicated to 

officers they supported the changes.  Around 80% of the 16 direct neighbours 

disagreed with the proposals in relation to the location, although all supported the 

need for extra places.  The comments made to officers at this public event mirrored 

the responses captured through the e.Consult replies.  There was general 

consensus there is a need for extra provision, although the location of the new site is 

controversial with the majority of the immediate local residents.   

Those supporting the proposal commented favourably on the design of the new site, 

the retention of trees and the single-storey aspect.  They were supportive of the 

integration of educational and medical needs on the site and of the availability of 

places in the north as well as the south of the district.  They spoke of parity of 

provision for pupils with special needs so they, like mainstream pupils, could have 

access to more local provision.  They were grateful the Council was listening to the 

views of parents and those who work with Baytree pupils.   



Many who have concerns about the location of the 2nd site for Baytree School took 

the opportunity to attend this Clevedon event. They reaffirmed views previously 

expressed through correspondence and from attendance at two events with 

immediate neighbours on the 4 and 30 September 2019.  Whilst not directly part of 

the need or more places consultation, the possible location of a 2nd site for Baytree 

School at Brookfield Walk is linked to the expansion proposals.  As such, the views 

of those opposed to the expansion based on the possible location of the school’s 

second site are recorded below. 

Residents shared their concerns about the possible use of Green Belt land adjacent 

to their homes and the implications of noise and potential air quality concerns due to 

the proximity of the site to the Junction 20 M5 slip road towards Bristol in Clevedon.   

They fear emission and noise levels could be detrimental to pupils and consider that 

hundreds of children will have no-where else to play and locals no-where to run or 

walk their dogs. 

Concerns were raised about the removal of trees on the site when the Council was 

promoting a Climate Change Emergency.  Officers advised that the rumour that all 

trees would be felled was not true.  Any design would be sympathetic to the local 

ecology and significant trees would be retained where achievable.  The design would 

be based around and embrace the ecology of the site where at all possible.  The 

Green Belt status of the field was stressed by some attendees.  Officers confirmed 

that any planning application would need to prove that ‘Very Special Circumstance’ 

exist before the planning authority could consider any exception to Green-Belt policy. 

Concerns were raised that the land was only being considered as it was in Council 

ownership and therefore there is not a purchase cost. Council ownership was 

confirmed.  This is an important factor in relation to delivery as any land purchase 

could delay the potential opening of the new site. 

 

Worries about the loss of habitat of many wildlife species including mice, badgers, 

slow worms, birds and butterflies, bats, deer etc. were raised.  The animal routes 

and ecology of the site is known and was noted.  Any planning submission would 

expect due regard to the ecology of the site to be managed or mitigated.   Air quality 

and noise pollution was raised both from the M5 and local industrial site.  Residents 

advised that the noise from the M5 and local industry could be detrimental to the 

pupils, along with poor air quality, especially when the M5 is busy or heavily 

congested. Officers advised that the surveys undertaken to date were within agreed 

limits for a special school.   

 

The use of the site as a military flight path and for drones was mentioned as this 

could be dangerous for pupils. Officers noted this was an occurrence across 

Clevedon that was on a flight path for Bristol Airport and for military helicopters 

paths.  Officers have since investigated with Bristol Airport whether the site 

specifically designated for military use and they have confirmed ‘there is no known 

military traffic operating over the Clevedon area, but there is likely to be a level of 

smaller, general aviation traffic operating over the Clevedon area. Clevedon also 

forms a fundamental part of Bristol Airport’s (BRS) aircraft departure procedures for 



aircraft using “Visual Flight Rules”, with aircraft routing outbound from BRS over 

Clevedon on westerly operations, and inbound to BRS over Clevedon on easterly 

operations.  Typically, these are light (General Aviation) aircraft, rather than larger 

commercial aircraft. Due to the specific geographical boundary of our airspace (just 

east of the M5 in that area), aircraft transiting the local area can, and do, also transit 

north/south over Clevedon at a low level, without any reference or contact with Air 

Traffic Control at BRS.’ 

  

Most local neighbours who attended the event were firmly opposed to the removal of 

space that they consider a local amenity within the green belt and some felt they 

should receive compensation for any losses.  Suggestions were made about locating 

the new provision on different sites within North Somerset, including other schools or 

developer land in Weston-super-Mare, the Millcross (ex Kwik-Save) site or the 

Council’s offices at Castlewood.  In response officers advised that the schools 

mentioned were mainstream schools on sites that met government building bulletin 

guidelines and were either expansions or new schools delivered on sites given by 

developers for new provision as part of developer agreements in those locations. 

The Millcross site was too small to meet the needs of the new site.  Some expressed 

their exasperation that details of the locations considered as part of the site 

assessments undertaken in the summer had not been released publicly.  Officers 

confirmed these would be made available as part of any planning application 

submission.  

Some queried why the school needed to be in Clevedon as a 9th school in such a 

small area.  Officers confirmed there are 6 mainstream schools in Clevedon.  SEND 

schools cover demand from the district and not just from individual towns.   

Residents know that the site floods regularly and that their own homes can be 

affected in bad weather.  They felt any surveys would not be accurate as they were 

undertaken in a hot and dry summer and that surveys across a whole calendar year 

should be progressed. Officers confirmed Clevedon is on a flood plain and that the 

site will need to have mitigations to prevent flooding affecting the school site.  Any 

survey outcomes would factor in different climates and weather conditions for wet or 

dry springs, summers, winters etc   

 

The residents claim the Brookfield Walk land was given to the community when the 

adjacent industrial estate was granted planning permission. Officers confirmed there 

is nothing in the land registry documentation to confirm or deny this.  The residents 

also advised that in 1982 a transfer of land took place to create the Community 

Orchard and access to it. Officers confirmed that the ownership and access to this 

area of the site was not disputed and that rumours to claim or fell the orchard were 

not the case.  It will remain a community orchard and a path to allow access to it will 

form part of any new site plans.   

Some residents had concerns that where they had put in garden gates to allow 

access to their back gardens, this could be compromised if the land was developed 

for a school. Officers confirmed they would be happy to negotiate access to gardens 

if this was a wish of the neighbours to the site.  The loss of play areas and leisure 



spaces for running and dog walking was also raised.  Officers had details available 

of alternative playgrounds in Cherry Avenue, 0.3 miles and 6 minutes walking time 

from the Brookfield walk site, Teignmouth Road playground, 0.4 miles and a 7 

minutes walking time away from the area, the football pitches and play area at the 

end of Hazel Close / Homeground, 0.7 miles and 14 minutes walking time from the 

site and Clevedon Rugby ground that is 0.8m away and a 16 minutes walking time 

from this location.  Other nearby open spaces include the Coleridge Vale Road and 

Churchill Avenue play areas that are 1.1m away and 22 minutes walking time from 

the site.  For other users of the site including dog walkers and runners, there is a 

public right of way adjacent to Brookfield Walk development next to a local rhyne.  It 

is used, along with a neighbouring field that borders the site, for activities such as 

running and dog walking.  The development that includes Hazell Close, less than a 

mile away from this site, is a popular area for leisure activities including running and 

dog walking.  Norton Woods are also under a mile from the site and a popular area 

for dog walkers and for families, although it is noted that in certain areas of Norton 

Woods dogs must be kept on their lead. It is also envisaged that the public will still 

have access to the orchard to the south to the proposed school site and access to 

existing public rights of way (PROW) in the close vicinity. 

As with any new school, concerns over high levels of traffic and inconsiderate 

parking by parents were raised.  Many of the Baytree School pupils have significant 

mobility needs and are taken to and from school by Council-run home to school 

transport.  As such mini-buses and taxis are used and these will drop-off and collect 

pupils from within the new site boundary.  Concerns over visitor parking throughout 

the day, emergency vehicle access, road safety due to the current location of road 

junctions nearby and the speed and use of the nearby Northern Way were noted.  

Traffic and parking concerns would need to be addressed in any planning application 

submission. 

 

It was confirmed the site would include a pupil-led café, a school hall and small 

hydrotherapy pool that could be used by the public outside of school hours.  The 

Headteacher confirmed he would be keen to work with local residents to meet local 

needs.  He was keen for his new school site, if approved, to be part of both the local 

school and resident communities.  

 

No individual equalities issues were raised. 

 

Comment left at public drop-in event Monday 7 October 2019 

Castlewood 

“Thank you for taking the time to answer our questions.  It’s clear that there is a need 

for additional SEN places, and it appears that this is a well thought out proposal. 

The building itself is well designed and I particularly like the consideration of the local 

community – the use of play areas, local pool hire, ability to rent the school hall – 

and the café! 



Our concerns re. traffic, both during the build and after have been taken into 

consideration – particularly re. yellow lines at the turning into Brookfield Walk, and 

ensuring parents and staff use the school grounds. 

In short – we are all for it!” - Resident of Kelting Grove 

 

 
Public drop-in event – Thursday 10 October 2019 North Somerset Town Hall 

Offices 2.30pm to 8pm (attended by 10 stakeholders) 
 

Numbers Area Stakeholder 
 

2 Weston Parent 

1 Long Ashton NSC - Councillor 

1 Clevedon NSC - Councillor 

1 Clevedon Town Councillor 

1 Exec NSC - Councillor 

1 Weston Staff 

1 Weston NSPCWT 

1 Clevedon Resident 

1 Weston Resident 
 

10 October 2019 – Officer Summary of the Drop-In Event  

 

There were 10 attendees at this Weston super Mare event. A comments box was 

available, but no comments were left. 

 

60% of attendees fully supported the proposals.   As with the comments made at the 

event in Clevedon, attendees commented favourably on the design of the new site, 

the retention of trees and the single-storey aspect.  They were supportive of the 

integration of educational and medical needs on the site and of the availability of 

places in the north as well as the south of the district.  They spoke of parity of 

provision for pupils with special needs so they, like mainstream pupils, could have 

access to more local provision.  They were grateful the Council was listening to the 

views of parents and those who work with Baytree pupils 

 

Two attendees expressed their opposition to the changes, supporting the views of 

the residents as recorded above.  Two attendees came to gather information.  

Officers did not consider they were either supportive or opposed to the changes 

being recommended. 

 

No individual equalities issues were raised. 

 
 


