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Consultation on the proposed expansion of Baytree Special 
School, including location onto a second site 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Summary of results 

Our thanks to all those who responded to the first stage of our public consultation to 

seek views on the possible expansion of Baytree Special School, including the need 

for a 2nd site to deliver extra places.   The consultation ran from Thursday 19 

September 2019 to Friday 25 October 2019 and was available on the Council’s 

website at: http://consult.n-

somerset.gov.uk/consult.ti/Expansion_of_Baytree_School/consultationHome 
 

In addition to on-line paperwork and a questionnaire, statutory consultees were 
personally invited to respond.  Officers were available at nine different meetings and 
consultation events to explain the reasons for the consultation and to answer 
questions. 
 

Overall there were 428 responses to the e.Consult consultation by the closing date.   

 

• 96% of those responding agreed there is a need to create more places for 
pupils with Severe and Profound Learning Difficulties by September 2021.  
Slightly less than 2% opposed the recommendation and just over 2% had 
no view 
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• 93% of consultees agreed that to take more pupils, Baytree Special 
School needs to expand onto a second site.  4% of consultees disagreed 
with this proposal whilst 3% had no view 

 

• When asked if the second site should be located within easy reach of most 
homes and within easy reach of the current Baytree Special School, 87% 
agreed with this proposal.  Just under 5% disagreed and 8% had no view 

 

• Overall 90% supported the suggested proposals, 8% opposed the 
recommendations and just over 2% had no view 

 

• 13% of consultees indicated they had concerns about equality impacts, 
ranging from the needs of pupils with SEND to have a local school and 
equality of nearby provision to the removal of a local amenity for those 
who access the site for leisure.  Support for a central location to meet the 
needs of pupils with profound needs across the whole district featured 
highly whilst others raised concerns about the removal of open greenbelt 
space and the impact on the local infrastructure with increased traffic and 
travel between sites.  Some queried why the expansion couldn’t be in 
Weston whilst others were grateful for a site in the north of the district.  
Concerns that the new site went against the Council’s Climate Emergency 
were raised.  Others recognised the inability of the current site to continue 
to meet needs that were desperately required for those needing this form 
of specialist school within North Somerset. 

  

• Of those responding to the consultation overall, 49 had direct connections 
with the school, 67 were members of the community with a connection to 
the school, 39 were residents of Clevedon but not direct neighbours to the 
new site, 54 were members of the wider community, 36 neighbours of the 
proposed new site, 19 neighbours of the current site and 164 were 
classified as other stakeholders.  In the category of other stakeholders, of 
those who provided a category,17 identified as parents of children at 
Baytree Special School, 21 were parents of children with SEND and 5 
were parents of children that had recently left Baytree Special School. 

 

At the two public consultation events, of the 31 who attended the event on 7 October 

2019, those who were not direct neighbours of the site supported the changes and 

c80% of the direct neighbours disagreed with the proposals.  Of the 10 consultees 

who attended the 10 October 2019 event, most supported the change.  A district and 

town councillor were opposed to the recommendation and two local residents gave 

no firm view. 

  At the events specifically for school stakeholders, of the 18 parents/grandparent, 9 
staff and 1 local stakeholder, there was overall support for the changes.  Parents 
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understandably had concerns about the placing of pupils over more than one site, 
about travel to and between sites, and about parity of provision. 

    There were two events with direct neighbours on 4 and 30 September 2019.  Those 
present were supportive of the need for new places but steadfastly opposed to any 
building on the fields adjacent to their homes. 

The school representatives who met with officers were fully supportive of the 
expansion proposals and potential location for the new places.  

In addition to the above, one parish Council wrote in support of the proposals.   

The Diocese of Bath & Wells responded to e.Consult in support of the proposals.  
The Education Excellence Partnership Board, the group that represents schools and 
Multi-Academy Trusts, the SEND Board that consists of all statutory and stakeholder 
partners working with children with SEND and the Strategic Schools Forum who 
oversee the funding allocations to schools, also fully supported the consultation 
proposals. 

Full details of the responses can be found in: 

 

• Appendix 1 – e.consult responses and graphs 

• Appendix 2 – Public consultation events comments 

• Appendix 3 – School meetings comments 

• Appendix 4 – Additional response received during the consultation period 

• Appendix 5 – Responses received after the consultation period 
 

Next Steps: 

The next stage in this statutory process is to seek the permission of the Executive 

Member for Children’s Services and Lifelong Learning to publish a Statutory Notice 

setting out a firm proposal for the expansion of the school.  The timing of this is likely 

to be after the submission of a planning application for the new site (expected in 

January 2020) and the outcome of a recent Village Green Application (expected 

around February/March 2020). 


