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Introduction
Overview
In 2019, we (North Somerset Council – referred to as
NSC in this booklet) secured £97.1m of funding from
Homes England’s Housing Infrastructure Fund (HIF).
This Government funding will be used to build a new
Bypass of the village of Banwell and improvements to
nearby roads and pathways, referred to in this booklet
as the Bypass Scheme. You can find an overview of
the Scheme in section two, beginning on page six.
In addition to the Bypass, the Housing Infrastructure
Fund will also be used to build an expansion of
Winterstoke Hundred Academy secondary school
in Locking Parklands. Construction of the school
is now underway and you can read more about
the project at www.n-somerset.gov.uk/WHAE
Following a public consultation and technical review
into the different Bypass routes in Summer 2021,
it was decided that ‘Northern Route 2’ was the best
Bypass route to take forward to design. This decision
was based on how well the route would help us achieve
the Scheme objectives, which you can see listed down
the right hand side of the page.
The HIF funding was awarded to us so that we could
deliver essential infrastructure projects to support North
Somerset’s growing population, whilst also supporting
the delivery of potential housing sites to help meet
the need for new homes over the next 15 years.
Throughout this booklet we refer to potential
housing development.
The upcoming Local Plan considers opportunities
to build new housing across North Somerset.
The Local Plan will be subject to its own public
consultation (Reg.18 on the Draft Local Plan)
in March/April 2022.
The Local Plan consultation is separate to this Bypass
consultation. If you would like to find out more about the
Local Plan visit www.n-somerset.gov.uk/newlocalplan.

Scheme objectives
Improve the local road network to
address existing congestion issues.

Improve and enhance Banwell’s public spaces
by reducing traffic severance
and improving the public realm.

Provide the opportunity to increase
active and sustainable travel between
local villages and Weston-super-mare.

Deliver infrastructure that enables housing
development (subject to Local Plan).

Ensure the development respects the local
area and minimises visual impact upon the
surrounding countryside and Mendip Hills Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).

Innovative and efficient in reducing
and offsetting carbon from the design
and construction of the infrastructure.

Ensure the development provides the
opportunity to increase Bio-Diversity
Net Gain by at least 10%.

Proactively engage with stakeholders in
a way that is both clear and transparent.
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Aims of this consultation
What are we asking for your feedback on?

Why are we asking for your feedback now?

The purpose of this public consultation is to ask your
views on the current design of the Banwell Bypass,
including proposed improvements to local villages and
measures to reduce impacts of the Scheme. You can
read more about the design of the Bypass from page 6
and proposed changes to nearby villages from page 42.

Last summer’s consultation asked for your views
on the Bypass before any significant design work
had begun. Since then, we have made progress
on the design and would like to share it with you.

As part of this public onsultation,
please share your views on:

The current design of the
Bypass and Southern Link Road.

Proposed improvements
to the village of Banwell.

Proposals to nearby roads and
villages, including measures to
address impacts of the Scheme.
This consultation is not one we are required to do by law.

This is so that you can see our work so far and tell us
what you think. Your feedback is important and will help
influence remaining design decisions before the Scheme
is finalised and ready to be submitted to the local planning
authority later in 2022.

What will happen once the design is finalised
Once the design is finalised it will be submitted to the
local planning authority. The local planning authority
then have 16 weeks to make a decision as to whether
to grant planning permission to the Scheme.
There will be a formal consultation period during those
16 weeks, which will run for a minimum of 21 days.
This provides another opportunity for the public to
comment on the Scheme.
The local planning authority will also consult a number
of statutory bodies during those 16 weeks. Consultation
with statutory bodies as part of planning is required
by law.

What will we do with consultation feedback
and how can it influence the next steps?
Design of the Bypass will only be finalised when
we are ready to submit a planning application later
in 2022. This means that we are sharing the current
design with you while changes can still be made.
After this consultation closes, our designers
will look at the full range of responses and
make any amendments required.
The route has been designed with previous
consultation feedback, surveys and technical
investigations in mind. This is so that it can strive
to achieve the Scheme objectives, reduce environmental
impacts and meet the community’s needs.
We would particularly like to hear your views
on the proposed improvements to local roads
and villages (including Banwell, Churchill,
Winscombe and Sandford). You can read
more about these in sections two and three.
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Further information
You can respond to the consultation online at
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/banwellbypass

Who can respond to this consultation?

or using a paper copy by posting to:
Major Projects, Place Directorate,
North Somerset Council, Castlewood,
Tickenham Road, Clevedon,
BS21 6FW

This consultation is open to everyone. This includes
statutory and non-statutory stakeholders such as the
Environment Agency, Natural England, National Highways,
and other bodies with specialist and relevant knowledge.
Organisations like parish councils and businesses
can respond as an organisation. Residents and other
members of the public can respond as individuals.

Paper copies are available by request only.

New housing and the Local Plan

We will also be hosting four drop-in information
sessions where you can find out more about the
Scheme. They will take place on:
14th March
12:30pm – 7:00pm
Banwell Village Hall,
Banwell, BS29 6BS
24th March
3:00pm – 7:00pm
Churchill Methodist Church,
Churchill, BS25 5NB
29th March
3:00pm – 7:00pm
St James Church Hall
Winscombe, BS25 1BA
5th April
3:00pm – 7:00pm
Sandford Village Hall,
Sandford, BS25 5QA
Please note, the drop-ins are information sessions
only. All consultation feedback must be returned
using the online consultation system or by paper
copy if it is to be considered in the next stage
of design.
For health and safety reasons, the drop-ins will
remain covid-secure. We ask that you please wear
facemasks and socially distance whilst at the event.
If you have covid symptoms, please wait until you
are better and attend a different session.

Consultation (Reg.18) on NSC’s Draft Local Plan,
which looks at options for where housing could be
built between 2023 and 2038, will begin on 14th March.
To find out more visit
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/newlocalplan
Following this consultation, further work will be
undertaken to review feedback and further develop
the evidence base behind the Local Plan. A further
Consultation (Reg.19) on the proposed Plan will take
place prior to its submission, currently scheduled
for late 2022.
Though the Banwell Bypass is funded through HIF which looks to build infrastructure that caters to future
homes and the growing population - the decision on
exactly where future strategic housing growth will be
located is being made separately through the Local
Plan process.
The draft Local Plan has identified a new strategic
growth location for 2,800 properties at Wolvershill
(north of Banwell).
If you wish to comment on the Local Plan or potential
housing sites, it is important that you do so using the
correct consultation. You can access the Local Plan
consultation when it goes live online at
www.n-somerset.gov.uk/newlocalplan

Our Local Plan team will also be at these dropin sessions to answer questions about future
development in North Somerset over the next
15 years.
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Banwell Bypass

Background
In 2019, NSC successfully secured £97.1 million of
funding from Homes England’s Housing Infrastructure
Fund to deliver the essential infrastructure needed to
benefit existing communities and support the delivery
of 7,557 new homes. 4,482 of these new homes will
be located at the existing Weston Villages development
sites of Haywood Village and Locking Parklands where
homes are already under construction. The location of
the remaining homes will be subject to the new Local
Plan process.
Banwell has experienced the negative impact of
traffic congestion on its local community, economy
and environment since the 1930s. These problems
have worsened over the years as new developments
have brought increased population and traffic to the
area in combination with rising numbers of car
ownership and economic factors.
To tackle these long-standing issues, a bypass
to the north of Banwell, including a Southern Link
Road, is proposed.
The Southern Link would join the A368 (East Street)
to the A371 (Castle Hill) and is considered the most
appropriate solution to congestion at the current pinch
point on Castle Hill. It also stands to provide local
opportunities for walking and cycling, whilst significantly
reducing the flow of traffic within Banwell village.
In Spring 2021, the council appointed Alun Griffiths
(contractors) Ltd, with Arup & TACP as technical
and environmental designers/advisors for the Bypass.
Early technical investigations were carried out throughout
2021 to better understand how the Bypass might affect
the local communities, environment, wildlife and more.
These helped to inform the first Bypass consultation
which was held for six weeks over Summer 2021.

What has happened since the first
consultation in Summer 2021?
We received over 1100 responses to our first Bypass
consultation. The responses were analysed and,
along with findings from early surveys and technical
investigations, the results were presented in two reports:
•

Consultation Report

•

Options Appraisal Report

These reports helped NSC to make a final decision
on the Bypass route in October 2021, choosing
to take forward “Northern Route 2” to the north
of Banwell.
Following the route decision, we began work
designing the Bypass and the Southern Link,
as well as improvements to the village of Banwell
and improvements to nearby roads and villages,
including measures to address the potential impacts
of the Scheme. You can see our progress so far
in this booklet from page nine.
‘Northern Route 2’ as it appeared in the first consultation
and other maps and plans to date, has been indicative.
This means that it has been subject to some minor
changes as the design has developed.

When will complete findings from surveys
and technical investigations be available?
In this booklet you can find our current design
for the Banwell Bypass, Southern Link and possible
improvements to the village of Banwell and nearby
roads and villages, including measures to address
possible impacts of the Scheme.
The design has been informed by feedback to the first
consultation and surveys and technical investigations
completed to date. You can find more information about
these findings via our website, www.n-somerset.gov.uk/
banwellbypass.
The design presented in this booklet is subject
to further development. This continued work will
be based on the results of this follow-up consultation,
as well as the completion of ongoing detailed surveys
and technical investigations.
We will not be in a position to provide the findings from
the detailed survey work until it has been completed.
The findings of these surveys will be used to assess the
impacts of the final design of the Bypass (and identify
measures to address possible impacts of the Scheme)
and will be publicly available when that design is ready to
be submitted to the local planning authority later in 2022.
In the meantime, we hope that the update on the
Bypass design in this booklet gives you a good idea
of our progress so far and the thinking behind some
of our suggested proposals.
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Timeline
After this consultation, we will use your feedback to help inform any further changes to the Bypass design.
You will be able to see and comment on the final design with a complete set of supporting surveys and data
once our planning application has been submitted to the Local Planning Authority later this year. You can
see the timeline for the project below:

Key Dates

Activity

Description

Early
2022

Pre-Application
Consultation

Following the closure of this consultation we will look at your
feedback and make any remaining changes to the Bypass
design before it is finalised for planning application submission.

Spring
2022

Submission of
Planning Application

A planning application must be submitted for the Bypass.
This would seek approval from the Local Planning Authority
to progress to construction. The public will have the opportunity
to comment on proposals through the planning process.

Land
Acquisition

By agreement with landowners, we will be seeking to acquire land
and rights required to build the Bypass and any environmental or
other mitigation works involved. It is expected that a Compulsory
Purchase Order (CPO) will be required to ensure the Bypass can
be delivered. This will enable the Council to acquire any land and
rights needed to build the Bypass should agreement not be reached
with landowners and affected parties. The decision whether
or not to make a CPO will be subject to further internal Council
authorisation in due course.

Winter
2022/
2023

Anticipated
Public Inquiry and
Statutory Process

If there are objections to the CPO that cannot be resolved,
a public inquiry will be required. An independent Inspector would
hear evidence, in front of the public, from the acquiring authority
and objectors. The Inspector would make a recommendation
to the Secretary of State on how to proceed. The decision
whether to confirm the CPO would rest with the Secretary of State.

2023

Expected
Start on Site

Subject to planning consent and land acquisition,
we anticipate work to begin at this stage.

2024

Open to Traffic

If the plans go ahead without delay,
the Bypass will be open to traffic in 2024.

Summer
2022
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Scheme design
Overview

Banwell Bypass and
the Southern Link

The version of the Bypass shown in this booklet –
as well as possible improvements to Banwell and
other villages - has been designed with the ambition
of achieving the Scheme objectives as set out at the
first Bypass consultation, alongside consideration of
the results of technical investigations and stakeholder
engagement. The objectives are listed on page 3
of this booklet.
Please note - as the Bypass design is still in development
and a number of surveys and investigations still need
to be completed, we cannot provide a comprehensive
picture of how well the Scheme performs against these
objectives at this point in time.

The proposed Bypass as shown in the image below
(Figure 1) connects the A371 (east of Summer Lane)
to Wolvershill Road with a new junction located at
Wolvershill Road. From Wolvershill Road, the route
continues southeast passing north of Riverside Crescent.
The route crosses Moor Road, Riverside, continuing in
a south easterly direction, to the west of the solar farm,
to the location of the proposed junction joining with the
A368. The total length of the route is 3.3km
The proposal also includes the Southern Link Road
linking the A368 (East Street) to the A371 (Castle Hill).

This booklet sets out how the Scheme design
is progressing to meet the Scheme objectives.

WESTON-SUPER-MARE

Wolvershill
Junction
(signalised)

Riverside and
Banwell River
Overbridge

SANDFORD

Moor Road
Junction

Solar
Farm

Proposed
Banwell Bypass

Summer Lane
Park Homes

Banwell East
Junction
(Signalised)

A371

Banwell
Football Club
WE
ST

M5

Banwell West
Junction
(Roundabout)

ST
R

E

E

A368
T

Proposed Placemaking
improvements in Banwell

Proposed Shared use path (3m)

Proposed Environmental Mitigation Areas

Existing Public Rights of Way

Proposed Flood Mitigation/Compensation Areas

Proposed Drainage Swale

Traditional Orchard

Existing Watercourses

Mendip Hills AONB

Bypass Route

Proposed Placemaking Improvements

Existing Road Network

Proposed Attenuation Basins

A371

Southern
Link

BANWELL
WINSCOMBE

Figure 1: Banwell Bypass Layout Overview
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Banwell Bypass Design
The following sections give an overview of the Bypass design and features, including technical drawings
and images showing close-ups of the Scheme so that you can see precisely where it will go and how it will work.

Carriageway Layout
•

The proposed Bypass will be a single carriageway with a 40mph speed limit.

•

Junctions will provide connections to Banwell village and other side roads
(see pages on junction designs and road access)

Walking/cycling
•

A 3 metre wide walking and cycling route will be provided for the entire length of the proposed Banwell
Bypass. This will provide a dedicated route for walkers, horse riders and cyclists alongside the road.

•

The route will also provide links to Wolvershill Road, Moor Road and Riverside. To the West it will connect
with walking and cycling routes leading to Weston-Super-Mare and to the East the route will link to Sandford,
the Strawberry Line and Banwell.

Drainage
•

To reduce the chance of flooding, the Scheme will include a surface water draining system and conventional
piped drainage (along with swales) to move water from the carriageway into seven water storage pools called
attenuation basins. These basins are designed to store water and slowly release it into existing watercourses
in the area.

•

Culverts will also provide crossing points for watercourses and rhynes, to maintain connectivity.

Road Lighting
•

The A368 through Banwell is currently fully lit, with part time night lighting. The proposals for the Bypass
are to minimise the amount of new lighting to where it is required for safety reasons at the Western
Roundabout and Wolvershill Road junction.

•

The Scheme is located on the northern edge of the Mendip Hills AONB, which has a particular
designation for ‘Dark Skies’, which would be impacted by additional road/street lighting.

Traffic Signs
•

The proposed Scheme includes new road signage marking junctions and destinations for both road users
and walkers, cyclists and horse riders. The approximate locations of the signs are indicated on the General
Arrangement drawings in this section.
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Junction designs
and road access
A number of a new junctions and changes to road
access have been proposed as part of the current
Bypass design.
The designs are not yet finalised, and we would
welcome comments about the junctions in your
consultation feedback.

Summer Lane Junction
The proposed Summer Lane Junction would be
upgraded from a priority T-junction to a signalised
junction, which would incorporate Well Lane. This
layout would future proof the junction against increased
traffic and future housing requirements and improve
walking and cycling opportunities.
There would be a 3m wide shared use path, tying
into the A371 Safer Road Scheme in Locking, which
would run via Summer Lane/Well Lane signalised junction
and a pedestrian/cycle crossing. This would be used to
access the Banwell Village route via a shared use path
linking into Banwell Village.
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Banwell Bypass West Junction
The proposed design of the Banwell Bypass West
Junction includes a three-arm roundabout where
traffic would join the Bypass. It would be located east
of the industrial estate at the western end of Banwell.
This junction layout and location has been
refined since it was presented in the Summer
2021 consultation.
The junction would be lit and would also take less
land to build, helping to protect the area’s environment
and more of the local landscape.

The design is located outside of the flood zone and
further away from Summer Lane Park Homes, reducing
the potential noise and air quality impacts for those
residents. It also maintains access to existing properties
on the A371.
Surrounding the West Junction would be mitigation areas
to provide screening and landscape integration. Additional
landscaping and screening, such as the planting of new
hedgerows, would help protect views and better integrate
the junction with the local area. The junction also includes
additional pedestrian and cycle crossings to link in with
the proposed active travel provision to Banwell Village.

Figure 2: Indicative visualisation of Banwell West Junction by year 2039
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3m Wide
shared use path
Mitigation area to provide
screening & landscape
integration of junction
SUMMER LANE
PARK HOMES

Summer Lane/Well Lane
Signalised Junction and
Pedestrian/cycle crossings

3m wide shared use
path (tying into A371
safer road scheme)

Banwell West
Junction

signalised crossings
at the Summer
Lane junction

A371

Proposed construction
site compound

Junction to be lit

WESTON-SUPER-MARE

Bus stop
40mph speed limit to
match exisiting A371

BANWELL

KNIGHTCOTT
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

Highway Boundary
CPO Boundary
Existing Footway

Knightcott Road
access to properties

Shared Footway/Cylceway (3m)
Proposed
KNIGHTCOTT
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
WINSCOMBE
Proposed

Proposed Road Lighting Extents

Swale

Conservation Area

Environmental Mitigation Area

Special Area of consideration/ Ancient Woodland

Proposed Footway

Proposed Flood Mitigation Area

Proposed Flood Mitigation Area

Existing Watercourse

Area of outstanding Natural Beauty

Proposed Field / Land Access

Proposed Cut Off Ditch

Historic Landfill site

Proposed Traffic Sign

Vehicle Restraint System

Traditional Orchard

Proposed Culvert

Changes East of the roundabout are illustrated
on the Banwell placemaking plans

Figure 3: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Summer Lane and Banwell West Junction section of the Banwell Bypass
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Wolvershill Road
The current design of the Banwell Bypass includes
a change in access to Wolvershill Road.
The proposed change would restrict traffic on
Wolvershill Road to the south of the Bypass, limiting
its use to walkers, cyclists, horse riders and public
transport (i.e. via a bus gate). Vehicle access would
be maintained for agricultural vehicles where their
land can only be accessed using Wolvershill Road.
The Local Plan team is considering the future role
and function of Wolvershill Road with regards to
proposed development in this location. This will
include opportunities for improving walking, cycling
and public transport access.
Traffic would still be able to use the section of Wolvershill
Road that runs to the north of the Bypass, travelling south
to access the Bypass itself, then east towards the A368
or west towards the A371.
We do not believe that the alternative route would add a
significant amount of time to journeys for those who want
to travel from Banwell village to the north of the bypass
using the southern section of Wolvershill Road.
The alternative route for those wanting to access the
southern section of Wolvershill Road would be traveling
along the bypass to the west, then continuing through to
Banwell village.

A signalised junction is proposed where Wolvershill Road
joins the Bypass. It would provide a connection to the
northern part of Wolvershill Road for all vehicles and
would also include a waiting area for vehicles wanting to
turn right into the minor road (southern part of Wolvershill
Road) from the Bypass, as well as dedicated turn lanes
for other traffic.
Limiting access to Banwell from the junction is intended to
reduce rat running and reduce the traffic along Wolvershill
Road, which would have environmental benefits.
The Wolvershill Road junction would include signalised
pedestrian/cyclist crossings. There would be a 3m wide
shared use path along the north side of the Bypass.
Lighting will be minimised at the junction, but sufficient
lighting will be provided to ensure visibility.
To the west of the junction, features such as visual
screening, landscape integration and biodiversity
mitigation would be in place to reduce visual impacts.
Adjacent to proposed flood mitigation storage areas
to the east of the Bypass there would be highway
drainage ponds.
Further east, past the junction, there would be potential
for more landscape integration, biodiversity net gain and
a potential public amenity space. We have considered
provision for a new junction along this section. This future
proofs the design of a future junction east
of Wolvershill Road.
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Moor Road
The Bypass design cuts across Moor Road, and current
proposals show a simple T-junction would provide access
to Moor Road’s northern section. Through discussions
with those who use Moor Road, it is understood that
the arrangement shown creates some issues with
access, in particular back to Riverside. This arrangement
is currently being reviewed with alternative arrangements
being considered. We are considering linking the northern
section of Moor Road to Riverside for non-motorised
users along with improved opportunities for horse riders.

The design would also help to discourage rat-running
from Banwell to the M5 Junction 21 (east), as no direct
access would be provided from the Bypass, making
it an indirect route for traffic looking to travel north.

To the west of Moor Road, there is a proposed flood
drainage storage area to the northern side of the Bypass.
Further east, a highway drainage pond is proposed,
in addition to another flood mitigation area to the south
of the Bypass opposite Moor Road.

Responding to concerns raised in the Summer 2021
consultation, the proposed location of the overbridge
would avoid the traditional orchard and have less
of an impact on Banwell Football Club’s pitches.

Riverside and River
Banwell Crossing
It is proposed that the Bypass includes an overbridge
across Riverside and the River Banwell, so that traffic
on both routes can flow independently of one another.
Building a bridge rather than a junction means vehicles
would not be able to queue to join the Bypass from
Riverside, improving traffic flows and journey times
on the Bypass.
The proposed bridge would have a clearance
underneath of approximately 4.5m. The overall
height would be approximately 7 to 8 metres
above existing ground level to accommodate larger
vehicles which require access to businesses.

By minimising traffic on Riverside, the route becomes
safer and more attractive for walkers, cyclists and horse
riders looking to make more sustainable journeys in
their area. The removal of a junction onto the Bypass
also removes the risk of motor collisions involving
joining traffic.

The Bypass would go through the north section
of the playing fields, avoiding the majority of the playing
field in order to minimise land take of the playing field.
The project team are currently exploring options to
provide replacement land for pitches lost.
Although building the overbridge requires more
sophisticated construction techniques than a junction,
the land around its proposed location is away from local
ponds and landfill sites, making the land more suitable
to build the bridge upon.
Moving eastwards past the Riverside junction, there
is a proposed area of mitigation land for landscape
integration, biodiversity mitigation and biodiversity
net gain.
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Proposed Traffic Sign

Vehicle Restraint System

Traditional Orchard

Proposed Culvert

BANWELL

Changes to the southern section of Wolvershill Rd
are illustrated on the Banwell placemaking plans

Figure 4: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Wolvershill Road and Banwell West Junction section of the Banwell Bypass
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Figure 5: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Moor Road and Riverside crossing section of the Banwell Bypass
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Figure 6: Indicative visualisation of Riverside and River Banwell Crossing by year 2039

Figure 7: Indicative visualisation of Riverside and River Banwell Crossing by year 2039
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Banwell Bypass East Junction
The current design of the Banwell Bypass includes
a three-arm traffic signal junction at the eastern
end of the Bypass. This includes a waiting area for
vehicles wanting to turn right from the Banwell Bypass
towards the sother link / East Street as well as dedicated
turn lanes for other traffic.
This design would reduce the likelihood of queuing
traffic impacting on the Bypass’ traffic flow. Traffic
travelling west onto the Bypass would also have a
dedicated left turn lane to help maintain traffic flows
joining the Bypass. However, work to design the length
of the waiting area with the right turn is still ongoing.
The location of the proposed traffic signal junction has
been chosen so headlights of vehicles are diverted away
from areas where bats may be found. The signalised
junction is also smaller than alternative options such
as roundabouts, helping to keep a further distance
from local bat populations so that they are not disturbed.

As a smaller style of junction, it also requires less land
to build, which means it has a smaller impact on the local
landscape and reduced requirements for landscaping
works. The junction is also further away from the historic
village of Banwell.
The 3m wide shared use path for walkers and cyclists
would continue along part of the north side of the Bypass.
East of the playing fields, the path would separate from
the Bypass leading towards Sandford and provide a
connection to the Strawberry line. This would form part
of the Scheme’s proposed walking and cycling provision,
including a route to Banwell via the Banwell Village Link.
North of the playing fields and the Bypass, there would
be another area of environmental mitigation, providing
landscape integration, biodiversity mitigation and
Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG). Highway drainage ponds
are proposed north and south of the Bypass.
Moving towards the Bypass East Junction itself, there
would be a further area of environmental mitigation, again
providing landscape integration, biodiversity mitigation
and Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) both sides of the Bypass.

Figure 8: Indicative visualisation of Banwell Bypass East Junction and Southern Link Road by year 2039
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Figure 9: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Banwell East Junction section of the Banwell Bypass
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Figure 10: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed eastern section of the Banwell Bypass
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Southern Link
The Southern Link would be a single carriageway road, linking the A368 (East Street) to the A371
(Castle Hill). A T-junction will provide a connection from the Southern Link back into Banwell.
The Banwell Village Link would connect the proposed Southern Link to East Street providing access to Banwell Village.

Benefits of the
Southern Link
include:

More vehicles driving in
both directions would use
the new Bypass instead of
continuing to use the A371
through Banwell to get to
Winscombe.

Vehicles travelling on
routes from Winscombe,
and Cheddar would be
able to access the Bypass
without using the narrow
sections of Castle Hill.

Reduced traffic along
the A371 through
Banwell would increase
opportunities for walking,
cycling and horse-riding.

Through traffic would be
removed from Castle Hill
and Dark Lane, which
would retain a connection
for pedestrians and cyclists
to the A371.

The alignment has been
designed to minimise
gradients and earthworks
as far as possible, which
minimises visual impact
of the route.

Both north and south of the Southern Link there would be an area of environmental mitigation, providing landscaping
integrated with the existing landscape and improved biodiversity. Two highway drainage ponds are also included
in this area.

Figure 11: Indicative cross sections of the bypass showing southern link, highway in cutting
(below existing ground level) and on embankment (above existing ground level).
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Figure 12: Simplified General Arrangement drawing for the proposed Southern Link Road section of the Banwell Bypass
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Design decisions
and considerations
Overview
In this section, we explain how the Summer 2021
consultation, surveys and technical investigations have
influenced the current design.
In the below map, you can see a plan showing proposed
changes to roads and access routes around the local
area. This includes new routes for walkers, cyclists and
horse riders. We hope that these changes will improve
road traffic safety and make non-motorised journeys safer
and more attractive, giving more people the choice of
how they get around their local area.
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Figure 13: Proposed wider network mitigation and enhancements
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Improving the local road network to address congestion issues
Traffic Modelling
Traffic modelling work has been undertaken in line with guidance and best practice to inform the design of the Bypass
and to understand any potential impacts it may have on the existing road network. The traffic modelling work remains
ongoing (yet to be concluded) but we have provided our emerging findings in this section and in the appendix.
The traffic modelling provides conservative (likely worst case) estimates of predicted future traffic flows
for the following reasons:

The traffic modelling does not take account
of the wider mitigation measures that are
being proposed (see section 3 of this
document), which would reduce the
impacts on the surrounding road network

The traffic modelling does not take account
of any potential local plan highway mitigation
measures that may be proposed

The impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has not
been taken into account. The traffic forecasting
assumes growth at pre-pandemic levels, in line
with current guidance

The modelling does not take account of people
changing their travel habits, for example
travelling by bike or foot for shorter journeys,
rather than by car. We are undertaking
sensitivity tests to look at potential changes as
a result of changing travel habits and walking/
cycling measures we have proposed

The modelling does not take into account
the recent planning decision on the Bristol
Airport Expansion and its potential impacts on
traffic. From an initial review of our model we
expect the impact to be negligible. However,
the model is being updated to include this as
part of the cumulative impact assessment

Detailed traffic and junction modelling will be undertaken for the final Bypass design (including the proposed
improvements to nearby roads and villages to deal with impacts of the Scheme) and will be available with the planning
application submission along with a Transport Assessment. This final modelling will give the best understanding of the
impacts of the Scheme.
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Banwell Bypass
Base Year (2018)
•

To understand how the existing road network
within the study area performs before any
changes are implemented.

Opening Year (2024)
•

To examine the performance of the road network
within the study area after planning approval and
upon opening of the Bypass Scheme.

•

This scenario does not include HIF enabled
development or other Local Plan allocations.
It includes local highway improvements that are
planned to be delivered (e.g. A38 Major Road
Network project). It would include committed
development that would be completed by this date.

Table 1 Model Scenarios and Assessment Years

Do Minimum
•

•

The Do-Minimum scenario does not include
the Banwell Bypass. It is to show what the
future impacts are without the Bypass.
The scenario would be subject to Trip End Model
Presentation Program (TEMPRO) growth, which
provides generalised traffic growth projections and
is developed by the Department for Transport (DfT).

Do Something
•

The Do-Something scenario includes the Banwell
Bypass. It is to show, what the future impacts are
with the Bypass.

•

All scenarios would be subject to TEMPRO growth.

•

The Do-Something Scenario do not include any
wider mitigation measures within the current
draft model (this will be updated once the wider
mitigation measures have been finalised), but
does include Banwell village 20mph speed limit
(proposals from page 28).

The emerging findings from traffic modelling undertaken
to date demonstrates that the Bypass can effectively
reduce traffic congestion on the A371 through Banwell
Village. In the opening year (2024), there would be a total
reduction of vehicles driving through Banwell from 13,800
down to 3,000, which is a 78% reduction.
This is because the Bypass would provide an alternative
and more attractive route to drivers, allowing vehicles to
travel away from the village centre and the narrow, single
lane section of the A371 where traffic currently builds up.
The emerging findings from traffic modelling undertaken
to date also demonstrates that, without a Bypass, any
housing developments built in North Somerset will worsen
the existing issues in Banwell.
This is because any future housing developments would
likely generate more traffic from the new homes to access
employment and business in Weston-super-mare and
the wider area. In that situation, traffic moving eastwards
from Weston-super-mare to access the A38 and A368
routes would also increase traffic and congestion issues
in Banwell.
As such, the Banwell Bypass is able to help prepare the
local area to deal with possible impacts of future growth
in North Somerset including housing within the immediate
area of Banwell, which will be subject to the Local Plan
consultation.
Wolvershill Road to the north of the Bypass is shown to
have an increase of traffic on opening. However, the initial
modelling shows that Wolvershill Road can accommodate
the additional traffic without the need for additional
mitigation works.

Table 2 Model Scenarios
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Traffic changes on
the wider network
As a result of the Banwell Bypass, congestion is relieved
in the centre of Banwell, which means that the A368 and
A371 corridors perform as more efficient East/West links
across North Somerset, which results in existing traffic
re-routing to use these routes. These changes are
outlined further in the following sections. The emerging
findings from the ongoing traffic modelling demonstrate
that the increase in traffic can be accommodated by
both the A368 and A371 subject to the provision of the
mitigation measures proposed as part of the Scheme.
Road capacity is measured by a metric known as
“Volume over Capacity”, which gives an indication
(as a percentage) of how much demand is on a road
(100% being at maximum theoretical capacity). The
initial calculations show that in the A368 corridor with
the Bypass has a maximum of 72% (in the busiest peak)
and on the A371 corridor a maximum of 45%.
We are currently preparing detailed junction models
to understand the potential impacts as a result of the
Bypass. Improvements will be made to these junctions
if required.
From a road user perspective, journey times will improve
from the 2018 baseline in the Do Something scenario
along the A368 and A371 corridors. Appendix 4
and 5 shows the journey times for these corridor links.
Travelling from the Helicopter Roundabout on the
A371 to the A38 Sidcott Junction along the
A371 through Winscombe would have a reduced
overall journey time as a result of the Bypass. Likewise,
travelling from the Helicopter Roundabout on the A371
to the A38 Churchill Gate Junction along the A368
through Sandford and Churchill would have an overall
reduced journey time as a result of the Bypass.

Winscombe
In the opening year (2024) there would be an increase
of 230 vehicles per day, rising from 5,030 to 5,260 along
the A371 through Winscombe, because of the Bypass.
In the AM and PM peak hours, it is expected that there
will be approximately two additional cars per minute in
each direction. Church Road would see a small increase
of vehicles a day from 3,160 to 3,280.

Churchill
In the opening year (2024) there would be an increase
of 1,440 vehicles per day, rising from 9,620 to
11,060 because of the Bypass. In the AM peak hour
of the opening year, it is expected that there will be
approximately one to two additional cars per minute in
each direction, and in the PM peak hour two to three,
as a result of the Bypass.

Sandford
In the opening year (2024) the A368 through Sandford
would experience an increase of 2,070 vehicles per day,
rising from 7,980 to 10,050 because of the Bypass. In
the AM peak hour of the opening year, it is expected that
there will be approximately one to two additional cars per
minute in each direction, and in the PM peak hour
two to four, as a result of the Bypass.

Throughout the first consultation period, residents
from Churchill, Sandford and Winscombe raised
concerns about potential increases in traffic through
their villages as a result of the Bypass. We have
developed improvements to nearby roads and villages,
including measures to address impacts of the Bypass,
which can be found from page 42. The following
paragraphs provide an overview of the expected changes
of traffic as a result of the Bypass in each community in
the opening year (2024).
27

Improve and enhance Banwell’s public spaces by
reducing traffic severance and improving the public realm.
The proposed Banwell Bypass provides an opportunity
to make placemaking improvements and enhancements
to the centre of Banwell village, with the introduction of
traffic calming measures and pavement widening that
would reduce the dominance of the road. The impact
of the proposed Banwell Bypass would be a reduction
in traffic volumes through Banwell village as a result of
more traffic using the Bypass. This will make Banwell
a safer, more attractive place for the residents
and visitors.
Part of Banwell village is designated as a Conservation
Area because of its heritage assets, special character
and appearance. The proposed placemaking
improvements would help improve Banwell’s
public space, enhancing Banwell Conservation Area.

Proposed designs include:
20mph speed limit through Banwell Village
to improve safety and provide environmental
(air and noise) benefits, whilst discouraging
through traffic from using the road;
Walking and Cycling routes through Banwell
Village – providing safe walking, cycling and
horse-riding routes as well as infrastructure
to encourage these forms of transport and
better links to the wider public rights of
way network;

The placemaking improvement proposals cover the
area between Summer Lane and Knightcott Road in the
west to Castle Hill and East Street in the east, Figure 14
shows the overall considerations and proposed features.

Narrow road widths by providing cycle lanes
or wider shared footpath/cycle routes, cycle
storage, crossing points;

Four focus areas have been developed to maximise
the potential benefits based on the following design
principles:

Creating a sense of place by introducing
planters and ecological enhancements
at the playground and village hall;

•

Reclaiming place for the community
- providing active and vibrant spaces;

•

Safer streets - pedestrian friendly streets,
speed control and safer roads;

•

Healthy and resilient community - quieter streets,
places to relax and enhanced public spaces;

•

Improved accessibility - joined up walking
and cycling routes, safer routes to schools;

•

Walking/cycling - better connectivity
and accessibility, bus/cycling hubs;

•

Restoring/prioritising heritage - Interesting
and historically consistent street scenes.

The focus areas include the recreational ground
and village hall; Banwell Primary School and the
village car park; the Narrows and the Square,
as outlined on pages 30 and 31.

Increased pavement widths, the use of road
surface treatments (paving or colour), cycle
storage and connecting cycle links at the
school and West Street car park.
Key interventions at the Narrows, such as
resurfacing and widening of pavements,
narrowing of the carriageway, introducing
planting and pavement improvements;
Changes to the surfacing, pavement widening,
crossing points, cycle lane, historically
appropriate village signage, planters and
community notice board at the Square.
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Figure 14: Banwell Public Space Improvements – Overview
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At Banwell Primary School and the public car park,
the main proposals involve improving safety for children
travelling to school on foot or by bike, or waiting for bus
connections to neighbouring villages, including better
provision at the village hall for park and stride schemes
for children dropped off by parents.
This would be achieved by widening the pavements
on both sides of the road. Road surface treatments
would be changed to the congregating zone to prioritise
pedestrians over car users with a safer crossing and
improved cycling opportunities. The area would form
a walking and cycling hub with improved cycle storage
and a connecting cycle link along Knightcott Road,
linking into the proposed Banwell Bypass cycle route.
Wider opportunities will be explored with landowners
to provide biodiversity planting on neighbouring land.
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The Playground and Village Hall
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At present, the area has no safe crossings, and the
road lanes are wide with narrow pavements. The main
proposals for this location are to narrow the road
lanes, introduce a cycle lane or wider shared footpath/
cycle route, introduce cycle storage and provide a safe
pedestrian crossing near the bus stop, allowing better
connectivity to these key local facilities. Traffic slowing
measures are also implemented along Wolvershill Road
in the form of build outs to discourage rat running.
There are also possible opportunities to provide planting
improvements around the Village Hall and wider
ecological enhancements within the recreational ground,
subject to discussion and agreement with landowners.
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The Narrows
At West Street The Narrows would be extended to this
area to provide on street parking outside the shops.
Cycle parking and street furniture will be installed and
placemaking improvements are proposed between Emery
Gate and access to the Banwell Bowls Club. Within
‘The Narrows’, the area around the war memorial and its
bench has the opportunity for enhancement. Narrowing
the road would allow for short sections of pavement to
be introduced to areas where there currently aren’t any,
such as the south side of West Street outside Banwell
Methodist Chapel, providing safe and more connected
pedestrian routes through the village.

The Square
Gateway signage to
Banwell coming off the
bypass southern link

S

BU

St Andrew’s
Church
ES

UT

RO

W
T
ES

Pavement extended to allow
improved movement and planting

ST

EAST ST

THE
SQUARE

SLOW
Reinstate the Square extents
using material changes
Raised crossing for
navigating the Square
safely to wider PROW



Simplify road signage,
entrance to square, shop
front activation

Traffic slowing in the form of
pavement widening, cycle paths,
on-street parking and planting

A

C
LE
ST

At the Square, road surfacing
material changes and pavement
widening will help reinstate the area
as a community square. Crossing
points will also be installed to allow
pedestrians to get around the Square
safely and to improve the setting of
East Street by including a cycle lane
linking to the Bypass. Signage in the
Square can also be replaced with
new and more historically consistent
and village appropriate signage in the
conservation area.
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Provide the opportunity to increase active and sustainable
travel between local villages and Weston-super-mare.
We want to give local people the opportunity to travel
more sustainably by delivering a Scheme that doesn’t
just focus on the needs of motorised vehicles. That is
why the current design includes a separated,
traffic-free walking/cycling route running alongside the
Bypass. The route would start to the west of Banwell,
linking with the new route being provided on the A371
as part of the Safer Roads Scheme.
Regular crossings of the Bypass are also proposed to
maintain existing walking, cycling and horse-riding routes,
whilst also creating new ones. Some minor diversions
to Public Rights of Way (PRoW) are proposed to ensure
existing footpaths are accessible from the proposed
crossings. Dedicated routes for walkers, cyclists and
horse-riders are also proposed on roads which will
no longer allow through traffic, such as Castle Hill,
Eastermead Lane and Moor Road.
Within Banwell, a range of improvements are proposed,
including improved walking and cycling facilities, created
by widening the existing pavement where possible, as
well as increased cycle parking. The introduction of a
bus gate on Wolvershill Road where it crosses the Bypass
would also significantly reduces traffic levels
on this southern section of Wolvershill Road into
Banwell, providing an improved route for buses,
walking and cycling.

On roads where the Bypass has the potential to
increase traffic, we are proposing a range of measures
to support walking and cycling, including new or improved
pedestrian crossings in Sandford and Winscombe.
There would also be improved walking and cycling routes
to Churchill School. These include improvements to the
existing public footpath between the A368 and Churchill
Green for walkers. To the east of Churchill Academy,
improvements to the surfacing of existing PRoW
footpaths towards Langford to make them suitable
for cyclists.
Throughout the design process, we have also carefully
been considering how public transport can be improved,
including providing junctions suitable for new bus routes
in the future, assessing the need for bus priority and other
measures at existing junctions, as well as how to improve
access to bus stops by walking and cycling.
You can see an overview of the walking, cycling
and horse riding routes proposed on the next page
(Figure 15).

Improving walking and cycling connections between the
local villages and Weston-Super-Mare was a key theme
in the feedback we received from the Summer 2021
consultation and has shaped our approach to design
beyond the Bypass itself. We are proposing to continue
the walking/cycling route from the Bypass through to
Sandford to the north of the A368, which will create a
continuous, traffic-free route between Weston-SuperMare, Sandford and onwards via the Strawberry Line
(National Cycle Route 26).
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Figure 15: Proposed improvements to walking, cycling and horse riding made possible by the Scheme
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Deliver infrastructure that
enables housing development
(subject to the Local Plan)
Banwell Bypass is funded by Homes England’s Housing
Infrastructure Fund (HIF) to support the delivery of 7,557
new homes.
4,482 of these homes will be located at existing housing
development sites in the Weston Villages of Haywood
Village and Locking Parklands.
The location of the remaining homes will be subject
to the new Local Plan process. However, it is currently
suggested that these will be delivered through the
creation of a new strategic growth area made up
of 2,800 to the north of Banwell.
Whilst Local Plan and subsequent future housing still
needs to go through a process to become adopted
policy, the Bypass is vital to support its delivery as
it improves access to any homes, employment and
education in the area.
Any additional increases to traffic as a result of future
housing is being considered in the Bypass traffic
modelling.
NSC is consulting on the new Local Plan in March/April.
If you wish to comment on the Local Plan or potential
housing sites, it is important that you do so using the
correct consultation.
You can access the Local Plan consultation when
it goes live online at www.n-somerset.gov.uk/
newlocalplan
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Ensure the development respects the local area and minimises
visual impact upon the surrounding countryside and Mendip
Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).
To minimise any visual impact on the surrounding
countryside, the Scheme’s current landscape design
considers views both to and from the countryside
and AONB.

The soft landscaping will provide habitats reflecting
the existing landscape and, wherever possible, these
will follow and include existing field parcels to maintain
and enhance the local landscape.

Fields severed by the Bypass create opportunities to
retain the existing layout of fields in the area with space
for habitat creation, landscape integration and further
screening, such as hedgerows, to obscure the Bypass
from view. We have also considered walking, cycling and
horse riding routes and other mitigation features, such as
the attenuation basins, and how these can be properly
integrated with the landscape.

The landscape planting will include hedgerows and banks
with pollard trees, woodland/copses, intermittent and
grouped trees, species rich grasslands and wet/damp
pastures.

Environmental mitigation
Environmental mitigation areas have been considered in
accordance with the West of England Nature Partnership
(WENP) Nature Recovery Network, AONB Management
Plans and the NSC Green Infrastructure Strategy. These
areas will include works to integrate the Bypass and
associated infrastructure into the landscape through
hard (earthworks) and soft (planting) landscaping.

The landscape proposals follow a principle of reinforcing,
recreating and enhancing the existing landscape.
Landscaping will link back into the existing field pattern,
be made up of native species and create a variety of
habitat types providing improved biodiversity with the
potential for social amenity value.
The areas of environmental opportunity have been chosen
to provide the best and most appropriate solutions to
reduce impacts of the Bypass. At this time, environmental
mitigation is still to be finalised. We are actively looking to
find even more areas for Biodiversity Net Gain.

Figure 16: View from Dolebury Warren looking west along northern flank of Mendip Hills AONB
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Innovative and efficient in reducing and offsetting carbon
from the design and construction of the infrastructure
North Somerset Council have declared a climate
emergency and announced the ambition of achieving
carbon neutrality by 2030. As such, opportunities to
reduce carbon emissions in construction and the use
of the Bypass are being prioritised and progressed
as the design is developed.
We know that road transport and construction are both
responsible for generating a significant amount of carbon
emissions and recognise the potential for carbon impacts
as a result of the Bypass.
We have to balance avoiding carbon impacts with the
need for new homes to support our growing families and
communities. Banwell Bypass is a vital project in making
sure we have the infrastructure needed to support that
future growth.
With this in mind, we have looked at what we can
do to reduce carbon emissions in both the construction
and the eventual operation of the Bypass.

Reducing carbon during design
and construction of the Bypass

•

The use of swales for highway drainage reduces
the amount of drainage material needed in the
design and therefore creates fewer construction
carbon emissions.

•

Optimising the Bypass’ alignment to reduce the
amount of carbon heavy earthworks needed to
build both the Bypass and Southern Link.

•

Minimising additional street lighting, therefore
reducing the amount of energy needed to light
the road, as well as reducing material needed
to construct the Scheme.

Reducing carbon once the Bypass is in use
By looking at ‘Whole Life Carbon’ impacts, we have
identified opportunities to reduce carbon once the
Bypass is open and being used vehicles. By building
these into the design at this very early stage, we are able
to have a more significant impact on the reduction of road
user carbon than we would by simply applying carbon
reduction measure after the Bypass opens.
These include:

We are considering what is called the ‘Whole Life
Carbon’ impact of the Bypass from the beginning
of design. This means we are thinking about carbon
impacts before and during construction, as well
as in maintenance and use of the Bypass in future.
By doing this, we are able to build carbon reduction
measures into the Scheme design.

•

40mph speed limit with slower moving vehicles in
free-flowing traffic, which generates fewer carbon
emissions than vehicles travelling at high speeds.

•

Using junctions (for example, a roundabout or
signalised T-Junction) to ensure vehicles can be as
free flowing as possible, to reduce the carbon impact
of vehicles stopping and starting.

These include:

•

Improvements to routes through Banwell and nearby
villages to make walking, cycling and horse riding
a safer and more attractive low carbon alternative
for residents travelling between local villages and
Weston-super-mare.

•

The Bypass as a single carriageway as opposed
to dual carriageway – this reduces the amount of
material required to construct the Scheme and
creates less construction carbon emissions.

•

We are considering where we can use recycled
materials in construction of the Scheme, as well as
locally sourced materials to avoid transporting them
long distances.
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Ensure the development
provides the opportunity to
increase Biodiversity Net Gain
by at least 10%.
We are currently undertaking an environmental impact
assessment (which will be submitted in an Environmental
Statement with the planning application for the Scheme)
to understand the full impact of the Scheme on
biodiversity. We will then mitigate those impacts
including by providing replacement habitats.
Our intention is to go beyond just mitigating impacts
of the Scheme, instead providing enough additional
habitat to achieve a Biodiversity Net Gain (i.e. an
improvement on current biodiversity) of at least 10%.
Assessments are being undertaken in accordance
with Biodiversity, West of England Nature Partnership
(WENP) Nature Recovery Network, AONB Management
Plans and the NSC Green Infrastructure Strategy.
Possible measures include:
•

Creating habitats for biodiversity by reinstating and
enhancing the ditch and rhyne system, management
of invasive and non-native weeds, reinstating dried
ponds and enhancing habitats with seasonally wet/
damp species-rich grassland – all of which have the
potential to enhance the number of invertebrates,
protected species and pollinator habitats.

•

Using traditional techniques to manage wetland
areas, such as seasonal and controlled flooding
and the management of vegetation (e.g. pollarding,
coppicing, reed or osier beds if appropriate)

•

Replanting riverbanks with native trees and creating
species rich grassland habitats within the verges
and along the Scheme embankment

•

Planting more local native species and further
enhancements such as new hedgerows for woodland
species, birds, dormice and bat boxes. Types of
plant would be chosen to provide food sources
for protected species and soil conditions for
wetland species.

•

Water and flood management areas designed
to emphasise the natural landscape.

There is potential to extend the traditional orchard
through further planting of heritage apple and pear
trees in the adjoining area. In addition, there are
options for social, community and educational
benefits by harvesting fruit and the creation of
a traditional species seed bank.
The current design also provides extended walking
and cycling routes between Banwell, Sandford,
Churchill and Winscombe, linking the neighbouring
communities with the improved green areas.
Grassland habitats could be further enhanced with
tree planting and bracken management, as well as
moss management in large rhynes. Grassland could
also be enhanced and rhynes reinstated to provide
opportunities for re/introduction of a number of
mammal species such as otters and water voles.
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Proactively engage with
stakeholders in a way that is
both clear and transparent.
Last summer’s consultation provided residents,
businesses and other organisations with an
opportunity to learn more about Banwell Bypass
and share their views before the start of any significant
design work.
It was important to us to hear a broad range of
views, to help understand the breadth of local
issues, opportunities and concerns.
You can find a detailed summary of findings from
last summer’s consultation in the consultation
report available online at www.n-somerset.gov.uk/
banwellbypass.
Since the summer’s consultation, we have engaged with
Parish Councils, resident working groups and statutory
environmental working groups for feedback on
our Scheme proposals so far.
We have consulted and will continue to do so
with Banwell FC regarding replacement pitches
for the football club.

Figure 17: View from Old Yeo
Rhyne/Moor Road towards
Banwell and Mendip Hills AONB
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A number of key themes came out of the consultation and we are looking to address in the design. They are:

Consultation theme

Possible design solution

Concern over traffic
increases in the
neighbouring villages,
particularly in Sandford,
Winscombe and Churchill

•

We recognise the concerns of residents in these villages and are developing
options for improvements that can be made to local roads and pavements
to help reduce some of the negative impacts of increased traffic.

•

More information is available in the Proposed Measures to Roads and Villages
section of this booklet, starting on page 42.

•

Following the consultation, a decision was made to take forward Northern
Route 2 as the basis for the Bypass’ design.

•

Northern Route 2 also performed best in the technical Options Appraisal
as set out in the Options Appraisal Report.

•

The decision was made based on both the findings of the Options Appraisal
and the consultation.

•

The proposed Scheme layout provides an overbridge crossing at Riverside,
with no direct access to Riverside from the Bypass. Access to Riverside
would be through Banwell Village via Church Street. This will minimise
impact on traffic flows on Riverside.

•

As described above, the proposals include an overbridge over Riverside.
This provides residents and other users of Riverside with unaffected access
to Banwell, without having to cross the Bypass.

•

We are still considering options of how to best provide connectivity
with Moor Road.

•

A majority of consultation responses agreed that a 40mph speed limit would be
best for the Bypass. This has environmental benefits, as vehicles moving slower,
in free-flowing traffic generate fewer carbon emissions than vehicles travelling at
high speeds, as well as improved air quality and reduced noise impacts.

•

Based on this feedback and the findings from our Options Appraisal,
we plan to set the speed limit at 40mph on a single carriageway.

•

A number of people told us that the football club was an important local resource.

•

Acting on those concerns, we have now amended the route of the Bypass to
minimise the impact to the pitches, resulting in a reduced impact on the club.

•

We continue working with the football club, ensuring their concerns are heard
as work continues to alleviate any negative impacts of the Bypass route.

Support for Northern
Route 2 as the option
that best met the Scheme
objectives

Preference for an
overbridge crossing
at Riverside to reduce
potential traffic increases
along Riverside
Concerns from residents
of Riverside about the
possibility of being cut
off from Banwell by the
Bypass

Preference for a
40mph speed limit

Concerns about
the impact the route
might have on Banwell
Football Club

•
Concern about the impact
of the route on the orchard •

A number of people told us that they had concerns about how the Bypass
route might cut through the orchards.
Acting on those concerns, we have now made design changes to the route
so that it passes to the north of the orchard, significantly reducing its impact.
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Consultation theme

Concern about the impact
of the route on Summer
Lane Park Homes

Possible design solution
•

A number of residents from Summer Lane Park Homes told us that they
were concerned about changes to noise and air quality that could be caused
by the Bypass.

•

Acting on those concerns, we amended the western section of the Bypass
route and roundabout junction. The route and roundabout are now further
away from the caravan park.

•

Any future housing is subject to the outcome of the new Local Plan process.
Any planning applications for future housing would still be required to go
through the statutory planning application process.

Concerns about the
possibility of new housing
being built between the
•
Bypass and Banwell village

Concerns about
noise and air pollution
affecting properties near
to the Bypass

Concerns of the route
impacting upon the
countryside, footpaths,
bridleways, the AONB
and local bat caves.

Support for traffic
calming measures
and improvements
to Banwell village

The Draft Local Plan (policy LP9) makes reference to the need for a defined
strategic gap between the new development area (as proposed through Draft
Local Plan Policy LP1) and Banwell to retain the character and setting of Banwell.

•

We recognise these concerns and are currently undertaking an Environmental
Impact Assessment, which includes a review of any air and noise impacts
of the Scheme.

•

This assessment will be used to develop environmental mitigation measures
that will be reported on in the Environmental Statement, which will be part
of the planning application.

•

Environmental mitigation measures for air and noise impacts include landscape
design through planting of trees and hedges, bunding and hedge rows/banks,
and possible use of noise barriers.

•

This mitigation will be modelled and tested using our final traffic modelling
to understand possible noise and air quality impacts on properties close
to the Bypass and in the surrounding villages. This will be reported in the
Environmental Statement.

•

One of our Scheme objectives is to ensure the Bypass respects the local area and
minimises visual impact on surrounding countryside and Mendip Hills AONB.

•

We have been conducting a range of ecological surveys to help protect the
countryside in the design. We are currently developing the landscape design
which takes all these factors into account. The initial landscape design is outlined
on the GA drawings on pages 12-23 with associated section drawings illustrating
the Bypass height and width.

•

In addition, we have made changes to the type and location of the eastern junction,
as well as a decision to not light the junction to minimise the impacts on the Special
Areas of Conservation and bat caves in the area.

•

The approach to lighting is to have a minimal impact on ecology, habitats
and protected species in the area.

•

You can read more about the proposed improvements to Banwell village
on page 28.
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Flood risk and the Groundwater
Source Protection Zone
The current design of the Bypass would pass through a
floodplain for 1.2km. Flood modelling is being undertaken,
which will inform a Flood Risk Assessment (FRA).

To reduce any possible increase to the risk
of local flooding, we have designed several
features into the Scheme. They are:
Reducing the amount of space the
Bypass takes up on the floodplain
Creating ’flood compensation areas’
that provide storage for flood water.
Using cross carriageway culverts, which are
tunnel like structures. These enable flood
water to move from one side of the road to the
other to minimise disruption to existing flow
paths, including areas for mammals to cross.
Using swales (a low-lying wet stretch of
land) and attenuation basins (a water storage
basin) to slowly release floodwater drainage
into watercourses, preventing additional
flooding as a result of the Scheme. Basins
would be raised to protect from water levels
in the flood zone.

Environmental considerations
As part of the design, we are undertaking a full
Environmental Impact Assessment. This is required for
the Bypass’ planning application submission later in the
year and will be presented in an Environmental Statement
in accordance with the Screening and Scoping report
submitted in 2021 https://planning.n-somerset.gov.uk/
online-applications/
As work to complete the Environmental Impact
Assessment is still ongoing, there are likely to be more
measures to mitigate impacts of the Bypass identified
ahead of planning submission. The Bypass will also be
assessed against local, regional and national policy,
legislation and guidance.

Noise and air quality
Once we finalise the traffic modelling, we will be able
to run a number of tests to produce a clear picture
of the potential noise and air quality impacts of the
final Bypass design.
In the meantime, the current design includes a number
of different features to help reduce possible increases
in traffic noise for residents and businesses near to the
Bypass. The proposed Bypass is further from the village
of Banwell than the existing road through the village,
therefore reducing noise and improving air quality
in the village.

The Southern Link and part of the eastern section of
the Bypass are within a Groundwater Source Protection
Zone (SPZ). We have undertaken a number of surveys to
look at how we can best protect the SPZ located in the
local area.

There are likely to be increased noise impacts on
properties close to the new Bypass. This is currently
being assessed and noise barriers, such as fencing,
bunding earthworks and hedgerows at key locations
along the Bypass are being considered to reduce these
noise impacts. The effectiveness of these measures
will be reviewed in our modelling and reported on
in the Environmental Statement.

This is particularly important as the protected source
provides drinking water to homes across the region.
We are engaging with the Environment Agency and
Bristol Water to ensure we get this right.

Low noise road surfacing is being considered but
is unlikely have a significant benefit because of the
lower noise of vehicles travelling to the 40mph
speed limit.

Our current proposals to minimise risk to the SPZ
are to seal the highway drainage system and attenuation
ponds to eliminate the route through which any pollution
could travel. Any effects on the SPZ will be reported upon
in the Environmental Statement, which will form part
of the Scheme’s planning application.

Measures to reduce construction noise and
vibration are being considered and will be
included in the Environmental Statement.
The inclusion of the Southern Link means fewer vehicles
would need to use the A368/A371 junction and the
narrow sections of Castle Hill, resulting in reduced air
and noise pollution.
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The Environmental Statement summarises potential environmental impacts of the Scheme. Its key topics will be:

Issue

Resolution

Air quality

•

Air quality impact mitigation which is currently under consideration

•

Archaeological works to inform the planning submission
(subject to the results of the works, further investigations may be required).

Cultural heritage (including
•
consideration of buried
archaeology, Scheduled
•
Ancient Monuments (SAM) and
•
listed structures)
•

Analysis of boreholes to help understand changes to the level of the local
environment since Neolithic times.

Landscape (including
consideration of the
Mendip Hills AONB
and the Somerset Levels)

•

Hard and soft landscaping and placemaking.

•

Planting to provide habitats to reinforce existing field patterns,
reduce visual impacts and enhance the landscape.

•

Connectivity for wildlife using culverts, ledges and crossings

•

Creation of wetlands, grasslands, ponds, hedgerows and
woodland to support and enhance biodiversity in the wider area.

•

Bat and Banwell Caves SAC mitigation
- Low level and appropriately located lighting
- Bat habitat creation

•

Creation of wetlands, grasslands, ponds, hedgerows
and woodland to support and enhance biodiversity in the wider area.

•

Import material from local suppliers.

•

Consideration of low noise road surfacing.

•

Turning Castle Hill into a cul-de-sac to reduce the level of noise from traffic.

•

Turning Castle Hill into a cul-de-sac to reduce the level of noise from traffic.

•

Consideration of barriers and bunds to minimise noise from the bypass)

Population and human health
(including consideration of
improvement of walking/
cycling and severance)

•

Provision of a walking/cycling route along the length of the Scheme
and links into existing walking, cycling and horse-riding routes.

•

Inclusion of accesses and connectivity for access/egress into farm businesses;

Road drainage and
the water environment
(including flooding and
flood compensation)

•

Provision of flood compensation areas
and sustainable urban drainage systems; and

•

Reinforcement of the rhyne system

•

Design decisions being made with reduction of carbon emissions
in mind, including progressing the design as a single carriageway
with a 40mph speed limit to have a lower carbon impact.

•

Consideration of cumulative impacts in modelling and
assessments and identification of any required mitigation.

Biodiversity (including
consideration of the Bat and
Banwell Caves Special Area
of Conservation, protection of
habitats and species)
Geology and soils
Material assets and waste

Noise and vibration
(Impact to local residents)

Climate (Green Infrastructure,
emissions and carbon)
Cumulative impacts

Resistance survey across the Scheduled villa site.
Undertake a test-pitting exercise within the settlement.
Measures to improve the setting of the scheduled monuments and listed
structures with more clearly defined views and planting
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Proposed measures
to roads and villages

Overview
Construction of the Banwell Bypass will result in
additional traffic travelling through areas surrounding
Banwell, in particular the villages of Churchill, Sandford
and Winscombe. We recognise that increased traffic
could result in negative impacts to these areas, including
concerns related to road safety, congestion,
and environmental impacts.

This has been an important consideration, as our ability
to deliver these features as part of the Scheme varies
based on the different legal powers required for their
implementation. We will deliver all essential mitigation
measures necessary to address the impacts of the
Scheme, however we may not be able to deliver all o
f the additional measures considered enhancements.

We have, therefore, been considering how we can
provide a package of mitigation measures to reduce
potential impacts of the Bypass in those areas.
We have also had to consider the distinction between
what is considered essential mitigation - a measure
to reduce impacts directly related to the Bypass and what is considered an enhancement (a feature
that would make improvements to an area otherwise
unaffected by the Bypass).

At consultation in Summer 2021, we asked residents
to tell us about opportunities to improve roads and
villages near to the Bypass. We also asked residents to
share any concerns that they had about the Scheme and
how they felt it might impact on the place where they live.
The consultation responses also identified the following
themes and issues to be addressed in order to reduce
impacts and enhance the wider road network:

1.

2.

3.

Increased traffic through
Banwell and in the villages
along the A368 and A371
corridors (Churchill,
Sandford, Winscombe).

Restricting access of HGVs
through Banwell, Churchill,
Winscombe
and Sandford.

Improved connections
for walking and cycling,
especially from Banwell
to the Strawberry Line and
making Wolvershill Road
safer for cycling.

4.

5.

6.

Safer routes to school,
especially the introduction
of footpaths between
Sandford and Churchill.

Introduction of 20mph
speed limits in Sandford
and/or the surrounding
communities.

Impacts on horse riding
due to the Scheme and
the opportunity to improve
horse riding in and around
Banwell.
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The plan below illustrates the proposals we have developed for the wider area of Churchill,
Sandford and Winscombe, with the measures described in more detail in the following pages.
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Figure 18: Wider Highway Improvement Measures
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Surrounding areas

Proposals – Sandford

West of Banwell

Speed limit reduction

It is expected that there will be an increase in traffic to
the west of Banwell, in the Locking area. Consideration
has been given to this and the A371, from the western
link with the Banwell Bypass and its junction with the
A370 (roundabout).

The existing section of A368 through Sandford is
30mph with a stretch of 20mph outside Sandford
Primary School when school is starting and finishing.

At present, considering the traffic flows, it is not
considered that any improvements would be
required West of Banwell.

Proposals – Winscombe
Active/Sustainable Travel
Currently the section of A371 through Winscombe is
30mph. However, the narrowness of the road and general
character of the route supports a reduced speed limit.
As such, a speed limit reduction from 30mph to 20mph
through Winscombe is proposed from west of Church
Road to east of Belmont Road. A reduction to 20mph
is also proposed on Church Road, from its junction with
the A371 to Winscombe Hill. It is hoped this will address
concerns around the potential for an increase in ratrunning, which may be caused by the increased levels
of traffic on the A371 as a result of the bypass.
A reduced speed limit is not currently proposed on
Sandford Road between Winscombe and Sandford,
as the expected increase in overall traffic is much lower.
There is strong community support for a reduced
speed limit through Winscombe, including on Church
Road. Measures to help vehicles stick to the speed limit
without the need for formal speed limit enforcements
are proposed, including changes to road markings, road
surfacing, new signage and some localised narrowing of
the road. New gateway features are also proposed at the
approaches to the village where the reduction in speed
limit will begin.
As there may be increased traffic on the A371,
two new pedestrian crossings are proposed to help
people safely cross the road. One would be located to the
west of the railway bridge near Church Road, and other
would be east of the railway bridge, by the parade of
shops. These locations would offer regular, safe crossings
near to local facilities, shops, and bus stops.

A speed limit reduction from 30mph to 20mph through
Sandford village is proposed from west of Mead Lane
to east of Greenhill Lane. The reduced speed limit is not
currently proposed on Hill Road between Sandford and
Winscombe, as the expected increase in traffic on this
road is much lower than on the A368.
The reduced speed limit would promote easy and
safe access around the area, particularly as the local
roads are used by pedestrians and cyclists.
A 20mph speed limit would be appropriate for the
road and there is strong community support, as was
highlighted by Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council’s
speed survey and also the 2021 public consultation.
Measures to help vehicles stick to the speed limit
without the need for formal speed limit enforcements
are proposed, including changes to road markings, road
surfacing, new signage and some localised narrowing of
the road. New gateway features are also proposed at the
approaches to the village where the reduction to a 20mph
speed limit would begin.

Walking/cycling
The proposed walking and cycle path that will run
alongside the Bypass will branch off towards Sandford
and the Strawberry Line around the solar farm, providing
a continuous off-road connection with Weston-SuperMare (subject to acquiring the necessary land rights).
This link would provide a safe, alternative route for
people to travel between villages by foot or bike, instead
of by car, as well as creating opportunities to use more
sustainable journeys to reduce carbon footprint.
Due to the potential increases in traffic on the A368,
as set out in the appendix the ability of pedestrians to
safely cross the road may also be impacted. An additional
pedestrian crossing is therefore proposed to the west of
the junction with Hill Road. This is approximately an equal
distance between the two existing crossings to the east
and west of Hill Road and is close to existing bus stops.

Proposals – Churchill
Speed limit reduction
The A368 through Churchill is currently 30mph
from Churchill Gate junction, rising to 40mph at
the west of the village towards Sandford.
A speed limit reduction from 30mph to 20mph through
Churchill village is proposed from west of The Drive to
Churchill Gate junction. The 20mph speed limit is also
proposed to be applied to Hillier’s Lane, Front Street
and part of Church Lane because they are used as
key routes to school for Churchill Academy pupils.
It is also proposed that the 40mph section towards
Sandford is reduced to 30mph.
Reduced speed limits would support safer walking
and cycling routes to school, this is strongly supported
by the community.
Measures to help vehicles stick to the speed limit
without the need for formal speed limit enforcements
are proposed, including changes to road markings,
road surfacing, new signage and some localised
narrowing of the road. Widening of the two narrow
sections of the A368 between Hillier’s Lane and Front
Street is not proposed, as these act as traffic calming
features that encourage vehicles to stick to lower
speeds. New gateway features are also proposed
at the approaches to the village where the reduction
in speed limit will begin.

Walking/cycling
A key route for walkers, cyclists and horse riders is along
the A368 from Sandford to Churchill Academy. However,
there is currently no continuous surfaced, off-road route
for school pupils, who must either use unsurfaced Public
Rights of Way (PRoW) or walk in the road.
A further opportunity has been identified from public
feedback to improve an existing Public Right of Way
(PRoW) (footpath AX14/21/20) between the A368 and
Churchill Green which serves as a popular walking route
between Churchill and the secondary school.

The existing path is unsurfaced, and so becomes
unsuitable for use in the winter and periods of bad
weather. An improved free-draining surface could be
provided to enable year-round use of the footpath
as a safe, alternative access route to the school for
pedestrians. The proposal would reduce the need for
pedestrians to walk in the road past the ‘pinch point’
on Dinghurst Road at Pye Cottage. This is proposed
as an alternative to the widening of Dinghurst Road
and providing a segregated route.
To the east of Churchill Academy, the existing PRoW
footpaths towards Langford have been recognised as
heavily used as a pedestrian route. However, they are
unsuitable for cycles, which must instead use Dinghurst
Road, which has no off-carriageway provision for cyclists.
An opportunity has been identified to provide an offcarriageway cycle route by upgrading the rights on four
sections of footpath (c.1.2km) to bridleway standard,
to enable their use by cyclists. Only one section of this
route, is not currently surfaced, and so works would be
required on this section to provide a suitable surface for
cycling, as well as providing suitable fencing and gating
arrangements to separate cyclists from livestock in
neighbouring fields.

Churchill Junction Improvements (A38/A368)
Expected increases in traffic as a result of the Bypass,
as set out in Appendices 1-3, may result in longer queues
and increased delays at Churchill junction between
the A38 and A368 causing delays to public transport
as well as general traffic. To reduce this risk a number
of improvements are proposed to increase the junction’s
capacity, specifically at the western (A368) and southern
(A38) approaches.
The A38 itself is currently being considered for a number
of upgrades to improve journey times, reduce congestion
and create new walking/cycling opportunities as part
of North Somerset Council’s A38 Major Road Network
(MRN) Scheme. There will also be improvement work
as a result of the Bristol airport expansion.
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The Bypass team are working collaboratively to ensure
that the Churchill junction improvements work with the
wider ambitions of the A38 Scheme, including delivering
an increase in vehicle capacity and improvements for
walking and cycling.
Our proposals have been developed to tie-in with
the current proposals of the A38 MRN Scheme,
which includes a new widened shared use path for
pedestrians and cyclists to the north of Churchill Gate
junction on the A38 Langford Bypass.

The junction layout has been designed to minimise
the amount of land needed and to reduce impacts on
nearby properties. The junction improvements are being
designed to ensure adequate mitigation as a result of the
increased traffic. The currently proposed layout can be
seen below, with further details provided in the General
Arrangement drawings.

Figure 19: Proposed Churchill Junction layout
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Appendix

Appendix 1: A summary of the total Annualised Average
Daily Traffic (AADT) Year (2018), Opening Year (2024).
Direction

Opening Year 2024

Base Year (2018)

Do Minimum

Do Something

% Difference
from Do Minimum

A371 West of Banwell Road (Locking)
Eastbound

5115

6497

6680

3%

Westbound

4558

5786

5991

4%

A371 Banwell - Between Wolvershill Road and Riverside
Eastbound

6652

7216

1327

-82%

Westbound

6214

6607

1701

-74%

Bypass Western Section
Eastbound

N/A1

N/A

5593

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

4931

N/A

Eastbound

N/A

N/A

7391

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

6384

N/A

Bypass Middle Section

Bypass Eastern Section
Eastbound

N/A

N/A

6384

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

6384

N/A

Wolvershill Road North of Bypass
Northbound

2469

2339

3343

4%

Southbound

2431

2657

3688

39%

Riverside North of Banwell
Northbound

1215

1300

1242

-5%

Southbound

1464

1570

1407

-10%

A371 Castle Hill (East of Dark Lane)
Northbound

N/A

N/A

3828

N/A

Southbound

N/A

N/A

4499

N/A

Hill Road South of A368 (Sandford)
Northbound

1034

1078

1209

12%

Southbound

903

975

1063

9%

A368 West of A38 (Churchill)
Eastbound

4823

5010

5682

13%

Westbound

4373

4613

5382

17%

A371 West of Sandford Road (Winscombe)
Eastbound

1973

2393

2870

20%

Westbound

2243

2636

2394

-9%

Church Road (Winscombe)
Eastbound

1511

1508

1541

2%

Westbound

1739

1654

1737

5%

A368 (Sandford) East of Eastern Bypass Junction
Eastbound

3912

4062

5046

24%

Westbound

3740

3920

5006

28%

Northbound

6956

7352

7205

-147%

Southbound

7623

7941

7877

-64%

Eastbound

10589

10925

10906

-20%

Westbound

11434

11535

11482

-53%

A370 Cleeve

A369 Abbots Leigh

‘n/a’ is defined as Not applicable as Bypass not included in this modelling scenario.
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Appendix 2: A summary of the total AM peak hour (08:00 to 09:00)
flows (all vehicles) for Base Year (2018), Opening Year (2024).
Direction

Opening Year 2024

Base Year (2018)

Do Minimum

Do Something

Number additional
vehicles per minute

A371 West of Banwell Road (Locking)
Eastbound

444

573

632

1

Westbound

432

481

508

0.5

A371 Banwell - Between Wolvershill Road and Riverside
Eastbound

565

601

124

-8

Westbound

502

505

149

-6

Bypass Western Section
Eastbound

N/A

N/A

611

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

384

N/A

Eastbound

N/A

N/A

706

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

453

N/A

Bypass Middle Section

Bypass Eastern Section
Eastbound

N/A

N/A

706

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

453

N/A

Wolvershill Road North of Bypass
Northbound

243

240

318

1.5

Southbound

206

214

343

2

Riverside North of Banwell
Northbound

177

123

123

0

Southbound

125

128

99

-0.5

Southern Link West of Banwell Junction / Castle Hill
Northbound

297

318

297

-0.5

Southbound

304

327

473

2.5

Hill Road South of A368 (Sandford)
Northbound

104

107

110

0

Southbound

66

73

81

0

A368 West of A38 (Churchill)
Eastbound

404

413

504

1.5

Westbound

323

310

366

1

A371 West of Sandford Road (Winscombe)
Eastbound

200

232

356

2

Westbound

205

207

185

-0.5

Church Road (Winscombe)
Northbound

101

122

122

0

Southbound

113

106

128

0.5

A368 (Sandford) East of Eastern Bypass Junction
Eastbound

310

302

432

2

Westbound

295

292

375

1.5

Northbound

N/A

589

565

-0.5

Southbound

N/A

266

240

-0.5

Northbound

657

696

680

-0.5

Southbound

485

504

499

-0

Eastbound

981

1007

1006

-0

Westbound

851

863

851

-0

North South Link Road

A370 Cleeve

A369 Abbots Leigh
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Appendix 3: A summary of the total PM peak hour flows
(all vehicles) for Base Year (2018), Opening Year (2024)
Direction

Opening Year 2024

Base Year (2018)

Do Minimum

Do Something

Number additional
vehicles per minute

A371 West of Banwell Road (Locking)
Eastbound

418

506

542

0.5

Westbound

329

459

508

1

A371 Banwell - Between Wolvershill Road and Riverside
Eastbound

549

575

140

-7

Westbound

539

539

169

-6

Bypass Western Section
Eastbound

N/A

N/A

422

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

430

N/A

Eastbound

N/A

N/A

633

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

682

N/A

Bypass Middle Section

Bypass Eastern Section
Eastbound

N/A

N/A

633

N/A

Westbound

N/A

N/A

682

N/A

Wolvershill Road North of Bypass
Northbound

238

197

390

3

Southbound

223

227

348

2

Riverside North of Banwell
Northbound

117

129

112

0

Southbound

125

133

116

0

Southern Link West of Banwell Junction / Castle Hill
Northbound

378

424

404

0

Southbound

294

279

351

1

Hill Road South of A368 (Sandford)
Northbound

79

81

101

0.5

Southbound

84

87

89

0

A368 West of A38 (Churchill)
Eastbound

390

407

502

1.5

Westbound

388

412

569

3

A371 West of Sandford Road (Winscombe)
Eastbound

156

140

213

1

Westbound

281

321

296

-0.5

Church Road (Winscombe)
Northbound

103

110

115

0

Southbound

143

146

145

0

A368 (Sandford) East of Eastern Bypass Junction
Eastbound

314

333

465

2

Westbound

319

320

526

3.5

Northbound

N/A

319

309

0

Southbound

N/A

518

505

0

Northbound

509

529

506

-0.5

Southbound

877

923

913

-0

Eastbound

929

949

946

-0

Westbound

1081

1098

1094

-0

North South Link Road

A370 Cleeve

A369 Abbots Leigh
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Appendix 4: Journey Times in AM Peak Hour (08:00 to 09:00) shown in min:sec
Opening Year 2024

Direction

Do Minimum

Difference from
Do Minimum

Do Something

A371 – Helicopter Museum roundabout to Summer Lane Junction
Eastbound

03:27

03:34

00:07

Westbound

03:32

03:38

00:06

Banwell Bypass ( A371 Summer Lane Junction to A368 Towerhead)
Eastbound

12:18

05:15

-07:03

Westbound

08:49

05:48

-03:01

A368 (Towerhead) to A38 (Churchill Gate)
Eastbound

07:09

10:26

03:17

Westbound

05:31

05:41

00:10

A371 (Castle Hill) to A38 (Sidcott Junction)
Eastbound

02:14

02:20

00:06

Westbound

02:03

02:02

-00:01

Appendix 5: Journey Times in PM Peak Hour (17:00 to 18:00) shown in min:sec
Opening Year 2024

Direction

Do Minimum

Difference from
Do Minimum

Do Something

A371 – Helicopter Museum roundabout to Summer Lane Junction
Eastbound

02:52

02v55

00:03

Westbound

02:47

02:50

00:03

Banwell Bypass ( A371 Summer Lane Junction to A368 Towerhead)
Eastbound

10:28

05:23

-05:05

Westbound

11:57

05:38

-06:19

A368 (Towerhead) to A38 (Churchill Gate)
Eastbound

06:55

08:13

01:18

Westbound

05:41

06:12

00:32

A371 (Castle Hill) to A38 (Sidcott Junction)
Eastbound

02:15

02:16

00:01

Westbound

02:07

02:06

-00:01
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